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ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis is to develop a precipitation retrieval algorithm for
the Japanese infrared geostationary satellites Multifunctional Transport Satellite (MTSAT). The
algorithm was developed and evaluated using the global precipitation product AMSU MIT
Precipitation retrieval products (AMP) estimated using observations from passive microwave
sensors Advanced Microwave Sounding Unit (AMSU) and Microwave Humidity Sounder (MHS)
aboard NOAA — 18 satellite and overlapping MTSAT observed brightness temperatures. This
thesis focuses for the area within 30°S — 30°N and 80°E — 160°W, uses data during January 2009 —
December 2010, and uses neural networks for estimators. Algorithm development tested 3 cases,
including 1) using separate neural networks for day and night, 2) using separate neural networks
for land and sea, and 3) using a single neural network for all cases. Many different neural
network configurations were tested for each case. Results show that using a single neural
network for all cases perform best. Correlation coefficients between MTSAT precipitation rate
estimates and AMP products are 0.60, 0.60, 0.47, 0.65 and 0.65 for day, night, land, sea, and all,
respectively. MTSAT estimates are useful for rates higher than 1 mm/h. Precipitation locations

and morphologies agree well with those of AMP. MTSAT estimates bias a bit lower than AMP.

Keywords: Geostationary infrared satellite, Multifunctional Transport Satellite (MTSAT),

passive infrared remote sensing, precipitation retrieval
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Y] 1 1 I Aa 1 ° o
MSMANKIN N A2081971511)a9A191n Digital Number Lﬂuqmwgummmw (K) amsu

FoIdyIU IR

Digital Number Brightness Temperature (Kelvin, K)

IR1 IR2 IR3 IR4 IR1 IR2 wVv NIR

0 0 0 0 330.06 330.07 300.03 320.01
30 30 36 42 327.69 327.47 298.52 318.88
60 59 71 82 325.29 32491 297.02 317.76
89 88 105 121 322.92 322.32 295.52 316.63
117 116 138 158 320.60 319.78 294.03 315.52
144 143 170 194 318.32 317.29 292.54 314.4
171 170 201 228 316.01 314.76 291.06 313.31
197 196 230 261 313.74 312.29 289.64 312.21
222 221 259 293 311.52 309.87 288.18 311.11
247 245 287 323 309.26 307.52 286.73 310.03
271 269 314 352 307.06 305.12 285.30 308.96
294 292 340 380 304.91 302.79 283.88 307.88
317 315 365 407 302.72 300.42 282.48 306.81
339 337 389 433 300.59 298.12 281.09 305.73
360 358 412 458 298.52 295.88 279.73 304.66
381 379 435 482 296.41 293.61 278.32 303.60
401 399 457 505 294.37 291.41 276.94 302.54
421 419 478 527 292.29 289.17 275.59 301.49
440 438 498 548 290.27 287.00 274.26 300.45
459 457 518 568 288.22 284.80 272.90 299.42
477 475 537 587 286.24 282.67 271.56 298.41
495 493 555 606 284.22 280.51 270.26 297.36
512 510 573 624 282.27 278.43 268.92 296.33




529 527 590 641 280.28 276.31 267.62 295.32
545 543 606 657 278.38 274.28 266.36 294.33
561 559 622 673 276.44 272.21 265.07 293.31
576 574 637 688 274.58 270.23 263.81 292.31
591 589 652 702 272.68 268.21 262.52 291.35
605 603 666 716 270.88 266.30 261.29 290.35
619 617 680 729 269.04 264.35 260.01 289.38
632 630 693 742 267.29 262.50 258.79 288.38
645 643 706 754 265.51 260.61 257.53 287.42
658 656 718 766 263.69 258.69 256.33 286.42
670 668 730 777 261.98 256.89 255.10 285.47
682 680 741 788 260.23 255.04 253.94 284.49
694 692 752 798 258.44 253.16 252.74 283.55
705 703 763 808 256.76 251.40 251.50 282.59
716 714 773 817 255.05 249.60 250.34 281.68
727 725 783 826 253.30 247.77 249.15 280.74
737 735 792 835 251.68 246.07 248.04 279.77
747 745 801 843 250.01 244.33 246.89 278.87
757 755 810 851 248.31 242.56 245.71 277.93
766 764 818 859 246.75 240.92 244.63 276.96
775 773 826 866 245.15 239.26 243.52 276.07
784 782 834 873 243.51 237.56 242.37 275.15
792 791 842 880 242.02 235.81 241.18 274.19
800 799 849 886 240.50 234.23 240.11 273.34
808 807 856 892 238.94 232.62 239.00 272.45
816 815 863 898 237.35 230.96 237.86 271.53
823 822 869 903 235.92 229.48 236.85 270.73
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830 829 875 908 234.46 227.97 235.81 269.91
837 836 881 913 232.97 226.42 234.73 269.05
844 843 887 918 231.43 224.84 233.62 268.16
850 850 892 923 230.09 223.22 232.66 267.23
856 856 897 927 228.71 221.8 231.68 266.45
862 862 902 931 227.31 220.35 230.66 265.65
868 868 907 935 225.86 218.86 229.61 264.82
874 874 912 939 224.38 217.34 228.53 263.96
879 879 917 943 223.12 216.04 227.40 263.06
884 884 921 946 221.83 214.71 226.47 262.36
889 889 925 949 220.50 213.35 225.51 261.63
894 894 929 952 219.15 211.96 224.52 260.88
899 899 933 955 217.75 210.53 223.5 260.1

904 904 937 958 216.32 209.07 22243 259.29
908 909 940 961 215.15 207.57 221.61 258.45
912 913 943 964 213.95 206.33 220.77 257.57
916 917 946 967 212.72 205.07 219.9 256.65
920 921 949 969 211.46 203.78 219.00 256.02
924 925 952 971 210.16 202.46 218.07 255.36
928 929 955 973 208.83 201.10 217.11 254.68
932 933 958 975 207.46 199.7 216.12 253.98
935 936 961 977 206.41 198.62 215.09 253.25
938 939 964 979 205.33 197.52 214.01 252.49
941 942 966 981 204.23 196.40 213.27 251.71
944 945 968 983 203.10 195.25 212.51 250.89
947 948 970 985 201.93 194.07 211.73 250.03
950 951 972 986 200.74 192.85 210.93 249.59
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953 954 974 987 199.51 191.61 210.09 249.14
956 957 976 988 198.25 190.33 209.23 248.67
959 960 978 989 196.95 189.01 208.35 248.19
962 963 980 990 195.60 187.65 207.42 247.71
964 965 982 991 194.68 186.72 206.47 247.2
966 967 983 992 193.74 185.77 205.97 246.69
968 969 984 993 192.77 184.79 205.47 246.16
970 971 985 994 191.78 183.79 204.96 245.61
972 973 986 995 190.76 182.77 204.43 245.05
974 975 987 996 189.71 181.72 203.90 244.47
976 977 988 997 188.64 180.64 203.35 243.87
978 979 989 998 187.53 179.53 202.79 243.25
980 981 990 999 186.39 178.39 202.22 242.61
982 983 991 1000 185.21 177.21 201.63 241.95
983 984 992 1001 184.61 176.6 201.02 241.26
984 985 993 1002 183.99 175.99 200.4 240.54
985 986 994 1003 183.37 175.37 199.77 239.79
986 987 995 1004 182.73 174.73 199.11 239.00
987 988 996 1005 182.08 174.08 198.44 238.18
988 989 997 1006 181.42 173.43 197.75 237.32
989 990 998 1007 180.75 172.75 197.03 236.42
990 991 999 1008 180.06 172.07 196.29 235.46
991 992 1000 1009 179.35 171.37 195.53 234.45
992 993 1001 1010 178.64 170.66 194.73 233.37
993 994 1002 1011 177.9 169.93 193.91 232.21
994 995 1003 1012 177.15 169.19 193.06 230.97
995 996 1004 1013 176.38 168.43 192.17 229.62
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996 997 1005 1014 175.59 167.65 191.24 228.15
997 998 1006 1015 174.78 166.85 190.26 226.52
998 999 1007 1016 173.95 166.03 189.24 224.71
999 1000 | 1008 1017 173.10 165.19 188.17 222.66
1000 1001 1009 1018 172.22 164.33 187.03 220.27
1001 1002 1010 1019 171.32 163.44 185.83 217.42
1002 1003 1011 1020 170.38 162.52 184.55 213.85
1003 1004 | 1012 1021 169.42 161.58 183.18 209.01
1004 1005 1013 1022 168.42 160.61 181.70 201.22
1005 1006 | 1014 1023 167.39 159.6 180.09 131.99
1006 1007 | 1015 | 65535 166.32 158.56 178.33 131.99
1007 1008 1016 165.20 157.47 176.38

1008 1009 | 1017 164.04 156.35 174.18

1009 1010 | 1018 162.83 155.17 171.66

1010 1011 1019 161.55 153.94 168.69

1011 1012 1020 160.21 152.66 165.02

1012 1013 1021 158.80 151.30 160.17

1013 1014 | 1022 157.30 149.88 152.70

1014 1015 1023 155.70 148.36 129.99

1015 1016 | 65535 153.99 146.74 129.99

1016 1017 152.14 145.01

1017 1018 150.12 143.14

1018 1019 147.90 141.09

1019 1020 145.43 138.83

1020 1021 142.60 136.30

1021 1022 139.30 133.41

1022 1023 135.27 129.99
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1023

65535

129.99

129.99

65535

129.99
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