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Abstract

This descriptive study aimed to describe the perception of caring behavior of
perioperative nurses and to assess the relationship between age, education, working experience,
receiving trainings related to caring, emotional stability, and caring climate of the operating room
and caring behavior of perioperative nurses. The sample consisted of 200 nurses working in the
operating room at a university hospital, general hospitals, and tertiary hospitals in Songkhla,
Phatthalung, and Surat Thani provinces. Eligible subjects were approached to participate in the
study.

The questionnaires used in the study covered 4 areas 1) demographics, 2)
emotional stability, 3) caring climate of the operating room, and 4) caring behavior of
perioperative nurses, which consists of six components, including compassion, competence,
conscience, confidence, commitment, and comportment. The content validity of the
questionnaires was examined by 5 experts and their reliability was verified by using Cronbach's
alpha coefficient. The internal consistency coefficients of the questionnaire of parts 2 to 4 were
74, .90, and .94, respectively. Data were analyzed by using descriptive and interferential
statistics. Relationships among the study variables were analyzed by using Spearman rank
correlation coefficient (r,).

The results revealed that:

1. The overall caring behavior of perioperative nurses was at a high level (M = 2.54,
SD = 0.34). Considering each component of caring behavior, the average score of all components
was at a high level, in which conscience had the highest score (M = 2.73, SD = 0.36) and

compassion had the lowest score (M =2.39, SD = 0.40).



(®)

2. Personal factors, including age and working experience, were positively
correlated with caring behavior of perioperative nurses (r, = .24, and .25, respectively, p < .01).

3. The personal factor of emotional stability was negatively correlated with
caring behavior of perioperative nurses (r, = - .18, p < .01).

4. Personal factors, including education and receiving trainings related to the
care, were not correlated with caring behavior of perioperative nurses.

5. The environmental factor of caring climate of the operating room was
positively correlated with caring behavior of perioperative nurses (r, = .17, p < .05).

The results of this study can be used as primary information to promote
perioperative nurses’ understanding of their caring behavior given to patients as well as to
promote their awareness of providing care holistically to patients undergoing the surgery to cover
the entire body and mind. Moreover, the findings can be utilized to improve perioperative nursing

practices in responding to the needs of their patients.
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