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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the study on ‘“Nang Ngam Road: The Commoditization of
Songkhla Old Town Space in Booming Tourism” were to investigate how Nang Ngam Road had
become goods for tourism. The instruments of this qualitative research were observations and in-
depth interviews. The data were collected from documents, related research reports, and from the
field through participatory observations. The researcher participated in some activities, observed
tourism activities in the old town area, and conducted in-depth interviews on the topics related to
the objectives. In data analysis, the data were classified into categories, interpreted and
inductively concluded.

The results of the study revealed that the value and meanings given to Nang
Ngam Road or the old town Songkhla by residents in that area were that it was an area used for
contacting, trading and living.

The turning point of Nang Ngam Road was the old town area became goods in
2003 when the government had policy on a project to improve the ability to conserve and develop
old town areas. Songkhla started to respond seriously to the policy in 2011 by carrying out a
project in drafting a master plan for conservation and development of the old town Songkhla.
That was the beginning of the revival and conservation of the old town area and of the promotion
of tourism that corresponded to the strategic plan for tourism under the National Tourism
Development Plan B.E. 2555-2559 (A.D. 2012-2016). This plan focuses on expanding tourism
areas and markets at the regional level and emphasizes participation of local administrative

organizations and communities along with emphasis on more traditional and cultural tourism.



®)

In becoming goods, Nang Ngam Road or the old town was built by reviving
culture and traditions that used to exist locally, and its identity was reproduced to serve tourism.
Bringing back or conserving tricycles that were fading away to take tourists on sightseeing tours
around the town, and assembling an old tram for tourism on Nang Ngam Road increases value

and make it more precious.
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Songkhla Old Town Space: Architecture and Commoditization
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Abstract

This research aims to study the procedure in commoditization of the architecture in Songkhla
old town in the tourism context by using the qualitative method: commoditization concept, space concept
and tourism concept. The study area was in Songkhla Old Town, Bo Yang, Muang Songkhla, Songkhla.
Both participatory and non participatory observation, in-depth interview were employed as research
instruments. The concepts of tourism and commoditization were used as a framework for analysis. The
data were categorized, decoded, interpreted and also examined by triangulation.

It was found that before the tourism cam, the architecture are building for a residential and
commercial. In the past, the old town area was used to the trade and contact of people living in the
community only. After the tourism was entered, the architecture changed to live and commerce become
to commoditization in tourism context. Also participated and helped push the old town was to become
one of the tourist products. The old architecture was reduced value from tourism. Songkhla old town was
into commoditization by tourism.

Keywords: Songkhla Old Town Space, Commoditization, Tourism
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