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ABSTRACT

The research aims to 1) study Sibawayh’s biography, 2) study situation
of the Arabic language in his period, and 3) study his role in developing Arabic
learning. The study is documentary research conducted through collecting various
documents especially in Arabic sources and the data and information then classified
into major and minor topics respectively. Comparative, element and criticized is
method of analysis used in the study.

The study found as the following;

1. Sibawayh or Abu Bisr, as the nickname of Osman bin Qonbar, began
studying by learning al-Qur’an interpretation, Islamic jurisprudence (Figh) and
Prophetic Tradition (Hadith). Since he was error in reading words from such learning,
he then initiated to emphasize in Arabic language until he became the most well-known
scholar in the language at that time. He was praised by other scholars. His most famous
treatise is “al-Kitab” or also known as “al-Kitab Sibawaih” in which contains complete
knowledge of Arabic grammar. At the end of his life, he went to Baghdad and joined a
debate in the issue of Arabic grammar. However, this debate did not become much
useful to him and his health, he then went back to his hometown, Ahwas and later died
in 180 H.

2. The Situation of Arabic language in Sibawayh’s period found that it
was used for various purposes namely writing books and treatises, conversation,
speech, debate, and discussion. The development of Arabic language at that time was
based on the study of hidden meaning of words spoken by the people and some new
ideas found generally in the society, political agenda and philosophical movement.
Words were used in more various conditions, extracted from al-Qur’an, used in form of

comparison, gave exact meaning and written books on logic.



Sibawayh had developed the Arabic learning and he played some
special roles as pictures below;

1. In the aspect of writing treatise, he spent 5 years to finish “al-Kitab”,
written based on knowledge gained from his teachers, al-Qur’an, Hadith, local proverbs
and poems.

2. In the aspect of his impact, his thought on Arabic gave a lot of impact
to the people in Kufah and Andalusia, and also gave much impact to the writing of
Arabic grammar and phrases of the later generations.

3. In the aspect of foundation of Arabic grammar school of thought, this
school referred strictly to reliable references. The school was influenced by teachers
and inference.

3. In the aspect of the debate, the debated between him and with al-
Kisa-ei gave not much good benefit to him even thought the true was on his side.

5. He found new theory on some issue in Arabic learning that was really

different even to his teachers such issues namely relating to the alphabet Ui, o By

2

and consonant ©“ ¢  for the present tense ('QL;AI Sl Ca3), situation of grammar

after the word 03}. His commitment on such issues was really appropriated.
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