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Alcohc! Problem among Multicultural Ccmmunities:

A case study in Hat Yai District, Songkhla Province
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Abstract

Alcohol problems affects humans, family, community and the society. This research was qualitative and
quantitative. The objective of this research was to study the measure of alcoholic problems, including : law
enforcement, seller & buyer, resident and local administration management in Hat Yai and Korhong subdistrict.
The subjects were : 2 local administrators, 5 alcohol shop’ owners, 8 officers in the government sector, 51
representators from 6 communities and 177 residents. The data was collected by interviews and focus group
discussions , from January — July 2012.The results were as follows : 1) The opinion of 2 administrator leaders
{from elections) and 6 community leaders, believed that drinking is a human right although it affects their health ,
family and community. There was no alcohol regulation in the 6 communities because the law had no power.
They could only campaign in municipalities because it was not their function and they had no power to manage
the alcohol problems. The other idea of prohibiting alcohol drinking could not be done because Hat Yai District is
the business center of the south. 2) The religion leaders’ opinion was that by teaching the religious’ members that
alcohol was prohibited in all religions. The Excise officer said that they do arrest the lllegal alcohol shops at a rate
of 2-3 times per year, but the policy of the Excise Department was to increase the number of alcohol shop
registrations. The police officers had to do alcohol detection regularity, and co-operated with the health team
and excise team. Most police officers were not concerned with alcohol problem because the number of alcohol
cases did not affect their higher ranking. The Alcohol shop and general shop were selling alcohol without
checking the ID of the customers. They believed that the age of the customers who studied in University should
be over 18 years old. Most of the 24 hour minimarts always checked the id card of the customer that bought
alcohol. The residents in Hat Yai did not want to participate with this problem because they thought that it was not
their job and since there was no power to {o solve the problem, it was a waste of time , even if these problems
annoyed them. They could not accept alcohol shops nearby schools and Religious’ places. Conclusion: The
alcohol problem in Hat Yai and Kor Hong sub district was in level of each person and famity. Most residents, local
administrator, Government officers (police and excise officer) were not concerned with this problem because
they think that Hat Yai is a business district, so the alcohol shop was a common situation. Every family has to

prevent their children from access to alcohol shops, by themselves. It has no regulations in either area.
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