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ABSTRACT

The study on the struggle and negotiation for access to the use of fisheries
resources of Small-scale in Nakhon Si Thammarat Bay aimed to investigate the methods of
struggling and negotiation for access to the use of fisheries resources of groups of native fishers in
Nakhon Si Thammarat Bay who were affected by law enforcement by government officials. The
data of this qualitative study were collected from documents and the field by means of interviews
with informants consisting of Small-scale who were grouped according to their fishing
equipment, namely: small push-nets, nets with wings, and set-bag nets, local leaders, government
officials, and officials of non-government organizations. and participatory and non-participatory
observations. The data were analyzed and their relationships were linked.

The results of the study revealed that in the past Nakhon Si Thammarat Bay was
an important fishery resource with diversified fishery-related occupations. The present
deteriorating conditions of fishery resources caused by mangrove invasion, toxic substance
releases to the bay, the use of fishing equipment that can cause severe damage to fishery
resources, and development projects have affected their living conditions. Thus, they have to
change their way of fishing by developing their fishing equipment, expanding the fishing areas to
accommodate more equipment in order to catch sufficient aquatic animals to earn their living. As
a result, the state by the Department of Fisheries regards such behavior destroys aquatic animals,
and has, thus, begun to use stricter legal measures and takes legal measures against people who
violate the law. Consequently, fishers’ rights for fishing are limited which leads to conflicts

between the state and fishers.



(M

The problems and troubles have resulted in native fishers’ legal and illegal
strategic adaptations such as fishing in restricted fishing areas, obstinateness, using social
relationships, getting in groups to make demands from the government sector, using the body of
knowledge in ecological system to retaliate the state and negatively criticize the management

policy of the Fisheries Department.
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