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Title Attitudes and English Language Learning Behaviors of Low English Proficient
Students
Author Mr. Diden Benhawan

Major Program Teaching English as an International Language

Academic Year 2012

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to investigate low English proficient students regarding 1)
their English language learning attitudes 2) their English language learning behaviors and 3) the
relationships between their attitudes and their English language learning behaviors.

The sample of the study was 322 PSU first year students accepted at Pattani
campus in the 2011 academic year and 11 teachers teaching Preparatory English for University
study. The data were obtained from student questionnaires and interviews with students and
teachers. Percentages, means, standard deviations and correlation coefficient were employed in
the data analysis.

The main results were as follows. 1) Students’ integrative attitude towards
English was positive. They liked English and wanted to be a citizen in the globalization age and
able to communicate in English with foreigners, and they would feel proud if their English
communication with foreigners was successful. 2) Students’ instrumental attitude towards English
was positive, especially the benefits related to future work and study. 3) Overall, in practice,
students’ English language learning behaviors were not frequent. Some practiced behaviors
included enthusiasm in learning, keeping at vocabulary log, doing homework or assignments on
their own, and attempting to memorize vocabulary and grammatical rules. 4) The relationship
between attitudes and behaviors was found at a relatively low level (r=0.389). Based on the
correlation results, it can be inferred that the positive attitudes of students in this study are not the
predictors of good language learning behaviors which can motivate them to succeed in English

language learning.
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