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The Role of Community Justice Center at Pakpayoon Municipality,

Pakpayoon District in Phatthalung Province
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Abstract

Title : The Role of Community Justice Center at Pakpayoon Municipality,

Pakpayoon District in Phatthalung Province

Researcher : Korakod Tongkachok
Co-researcher : Sarut Juimanee
Co-researcher : Wasin Suwannarat

The objectives of the research were to investigate laws related to difference reconciliation done
by community justice center at Pakpayoon Municipality, Pakpayoon District in Phatthalung Province, to
investigate management procedures of the community justice center’ s committecs on the difference
reconciliation with peaceful means, and to examine appropriate forms that could be used for such
reconciliation. Concerning data collection, relevant documents were studied and non-participant
observation as well as in-depth interview was employed. .

Based on the study, when offences or conflicts in communities occurred, restorative justice
process and dispute resolution conducted prior a suit or a persecution could be done. Moreover, in case the
offences or the conflicts were committed by first offenders that had no prior criminal conduct, the justice
operation did not need to follow a conventional criminal justice process or a proce;s of normal justice. To
be precise, the restorative justice process was a means that was not legislated in the Criminal Procedure
Code. Namely, this process lied in a principle that a victim or an injured person and an offender could
have a chance to make a compromise. A middleman reconciling the matter was a community justice
center. According to the State Administration Act (No.7) B.E. 2550, a district was empowered to appoint
a juristic body to reconcile and make a compromise for offences on the condition that one of the parties
had a hometown in the district and that the offences were compoundable and not pertaining to sexual ones.
Importantly, the compromise was to be consented by both of the parties: the injured person and the
accused person. In reconciling, the chief district officer or the assistant district officer assigned by the
former one would take charge of this concern as appropriate. And as cited in the Criminal Procedure
Code, if both parties agreed to follow a consent letter on the compromise, the criminal case shall be

terminated. When criminal offences were taken into consideration based on the Criminal Code,

compoundable criminal offences were limitedly available. Additionally, a number of conflicts as well as



public offences with consent from both parties could not be reconciled by the community justice center
provided that the justice center was not located in the district. Hence, the reconciliation could not be
performed by the chief district officer.

The community justice center at Pakpayoon Municipality has successfully conducted difference
reconciliation for many criminal cases including compoundable offences and public offences. As a result,
both of parties were satisfied and prosecution in an official juristic,process was not needed. With the
restorative justice process; larceny which was a public offence, offences committed negligently causing
others to be injured, offences against body, and petty offences such as neglecting pets could be
successfully compromised.

Therefore, the State Administration Act (No.7) B.E. 2550 should be amended in the aspect of this
matter. That is to say, local administrative organizations or representatives of the organizations should be
more obviously empowered to be able to reconcile criminal and civil cases for the reason that the
governmental organizations themselves are the closest ones to people. Apart from the compoundable
offences, some public offences should also be determined for such reconciliation as they were probably
the offences relating to a party or both parties living in the community. Pertaining to the civil cases,

¥
capitals used for reconciliation should not be prescribed as well.



