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ABSTRACT
This research has 3 Objectives 1) To study roles of the imams in the community

development in 3 areas : a role in religion , a role in education , a role in the administration , 2)
To compare roles of the imam is the community development according to , age , education
level , occupation , income , the period of time in the holding the post and work practice and
work format of the imam and 3) To study problems and the suggestions in the community
development of imam . The samples of the study are 245 imams in 13 districts of Narathiwat
Province. Four imams were interviewed in depth. Questionnaire and semi-structured interview
were used. The results of the study are as follows.

1. The role of the imam in general, a role in religion, and a role in the sense
administration are in the greatest level and a role in education is in the moderate level.

2. Having compared a role in religion, a role in education and a role in administration
to the wvariables, age, religious education, the period of time in the holding the post of imam
found that different role were statistically significant at 0.01 level and work practice and work
format, namely, meeting and public relations are different at 0.05 statistically significant.
Actually academic education, occupation, income and work practice and work format, namely,
planning, participation and evaluation of imams hare no statistically significant difference.

3. Problems and the role in religion are due to the community’s lack of knowledge
about religion and the slackness in the principle of religion and the lack of activity about
religion. Problems  about role in education are due to the families’ lack of interest in the
education of their children and the lack of education activities in the community. Problems about
the in administration are due to imams’ lack of contact with the community and the Islam

permanent mosque committee’s lack of duty distribution. The solutions to these problems are to



persuade the public to see the importance of a religion. Imams must also build up friendship with

the community.



