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Abstract

When unwanted pregnancy occuired and ends with termination, women usually take
responsibility on the consequences due to such unsafe abo‘rtion and men usually do not have to
participate in taking care of women. Authentic understanding about the perspective of health care
providers about male participation regarding termination of unwanted pregnancy is crucial for
development of gender sensitive service for both women and men who are confronted with
unwanted pregnanéy and abortiion.

This qualitative study aims to understand the perspective of health care providers on male
participation regarding termination of unwanted pregnancy. Thirteen participants consist of ten
professional nurses, two physicians and one social worker with experience in taking care of
women who were unwanted pregnancy termination. Individual interviews were conducted. Data
analysis was carried out through content analysis. Member checking was conducted to establish
the rigor of the study.

Male participation regarding termination of unwanted pregnancy from the perspective of
health care providers was found to be ‘health care providers’ experience’ and ‘different aspects on
termination of unwanted pregnancy’. Health care providers’ experience about male participation
in termination of unwanted pregnancy consists of ‘taking care together’, ‘women taking care of
themselves’ and ‘men’s care’. The reasons why men have to take care of women are that ‘mutual
sex’, ‘men conduct’, or ‘women hurt’. Women must take care of themselves due to ‘male
privilege’ or ‘female surrender’. Men are able to take care of women in the aspects of taking care
in physical, taking care in mental, observing for complications, and participating in birth control.
Different aspects on termination of unwanted pregnancy, such understanding in women’s reason
or prejudice from not listening to women’s voice, affect to health care providers’ experience.

The findings of the study help to improve the understanding about male participation that
is influenced by gender bias. Encouraging men to participate in taking care of women without

gender bias will enhance reproductive health care to initiatively transform from a women-only

framework to gender equity among women and men.
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