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ABSTRACT 
 

  

The purposes of this study were threefold: 1) to investigate 

ability to learn phrasal verbs through the conceptual metaphor technique; 2) to study 

the retention of the learned phrasal verbs; and 3) to explore the factors that affect the 

ability to learn phrasal verbs of the students. The subjects of the study were 31 twelfth 

graders studying at Thakhamwittayakarn School, Pattani province, academic year 

2011. A phrasal verbs test, lesson plans and a questionnaire were used as the 

instruments. The statistics employed to interpret data in this study were mean ( x ), 

standard deviation (S.D.), t-  Coefficient. 

   The findings were as follows: 1) the mean score of post-test in learning  

phrasal verbs through the conceptual metaphor technique of the students was 

significantly higher than that of the pre-test (0.01);  2) the results of the retention test 

showed that the learners could maintain the knowledge of phrasal verbs in a longer 

period two weeks after the post-test;  3) the results of factors affecting the ability to 

learn phrasal verbs from the questionnaire showed that eaching procedure, 

the conceptual metaphor technique, and s  affected the 

 phrasal verbs. Moreover,  

score indicated that the conceptual metaphor technique 

acquisition at a significantly different level (0.05). 
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set off               go off             drive off              pay off                 go off 

tell off              start off           log off                 lay off                 head off 

finish off          tip off  

away get away         throw away      walk away         take away          give away 

go away           pass away 

 

 



37 

 

 

 

3.  

  3 1)  

)                        

3)  

 (

6 2  

1 2

 

 particle

26  

  

4 26 

base verbs) 

 (particle) 

particle) 

 

base word) 

 

 



38 

 

 

 

   

3 1) )  

3)

 

 

3.2  

 
 

 

Warm-up 

1. 

 

5 

PowerPoint 

Presentation 

Presentation 

2.  

3. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

 

5. target word) 10

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PowerPoint 

Presentation  

drop out 

  

 

come up 

-  , ,  



39 

 

 

 

6.  

7. 

 

8. 10 

(particle)  

9.  (particle) 

(base word) 

 

10. 

 

11.  

Practice 

12. 

15  

13.  

 

15 

 

Worksheet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



40 

 

 

 

 

3.1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  

  

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Conceptual Metaphor)  

 



41 

 

 

 

   

40 3.3 

3.3  

   

   

  1  

   

  10  

   

   

  

  

p - (r) 

p - (r) -

rtt

 

 

 

 



42 

 

 

 

3.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

3.   

  

3 

22 

(Likert) 

 

 

 

  15  

  15  

 10  

    5  

 

 

 

 40  



43 

 

 

 

 

 5    

  4  

 3     

    2  

   1  

  

 

 

3.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. 4  

 

pre-test

 

 

 

 

 



44 

 

 

 

2

(post-test)

 

 

3.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



45 

 

 

 

3.4  

 

  

1 40  

2-3 phrasal verb)  

-  

4-30  

    in, out, on, off, up,  down,  away     

31 40  

32 2  

 

3. 5  

   

(Mean) 

Standard Derivation t-test  

 

  

  

1. (p)  

 

2. r)  

 

3. rtt) 

(Conceptual Metaphor) - (KR-20) 



46 

 

 

 

 

1. X S.D.

 

2. t-test

 

3.  

 

 

 

  1  

 

t-test  

  2  

t-test

 

  3 

Coefficient) 

 

 

 

  



47 

 

4 

 

 

  

6  

1) 

2)

 

 

4.1  

 

3  

  1

t-test

 

  

6  

.01 15.65% 33.22%

4.1 

 

 

 

 



48 

 

 

 

4.1  

 

 

   

 

 

 

t-value) 

 

 40 10 (25%) 2(5%) 6.26 (15.65%) 2.21 .00** 
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** .01 

  4.1  
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(

) 

15 5.42 1.65 6.19 1.80 -2.00 .055 

 

( ) 

10 3.78  3.58 2.68 .490 .627 

 

( ) 

10 1.16 0  1.35 1.11 -.82 .414 

 

( ) 

5 2.93  3.32 1.70 -.198 .056 

Total 40 13.29  14.44 5.16 -1.53 .136 
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18.  3.84 .735  

19.  4.39 .615 
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get up, stand up, sit down

 (base verb) 

particle) 

15.65% ( x  = 6.22) 40 

33.2% ( x  = 13.29) 

 

(base verb) particle) 

come up (base verb)

particle) , , 

 (base verb) 

particle)  (base verb) 

particle) 

 

 Nhu & Nguyen (2009)  

Yang & Hsieh (2010)

(particle) 4  
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Ganji (2011) 3

 (Conceptual Metaphor)  

(sentential contextualization) (translation) 

 (sentential contextualization) 

(translation) 

(traditional approach) 

 2) particle) in, out, 

on, off, up, down, away

 come in, stay in, breathe in, fill 

in, write in, join in, pull in  

 

 

 

 (production of phrasal verbs) (recognition of meaning) 

(use of phrasal verbs)  

 

stay in I stay in hotel. 
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Instruction A: Underline phrasal verbs and write down the space provided 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instruction B: Create sentences using phrasal verbs above. 

1. _________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________________________________________ 

4. _________________________________________________________________________ 

5. _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

No. Phrasal verb  Meaning 

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.    

Dear Esther,  

Please can you help me. My big sister and I always used to be good friends, 

but we fell out when I started going out with a new boyfriend. Now she is 

really trying to put me down get to me. My 

boyfriend usually tries to stick up for me, but then she just laughs at him too. 

Two years ago my boyfriend used to go out with my sister, but surely she 

hold this against us? What can we do?  

Cilla 

                                                          Worksheet 1 

Name_______________________________Class _________No._____________ 
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UWarm-up 
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     5 

 

PowerPoint 

Presentation  

Presentation 

2.  

 literal meaning) 

 (metaphorical meaning) 

3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

fill in write in breathe in come in drop in 

pull in join in stay in sit in log in 

2 
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5. target word) 10  
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8. 10  

(particle)  

9.  (particle) 

 

(base word) (particle) 
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11.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PowerPoint 
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Conceptual 

Metaphor  

Phrasal 

Verbs 

Meaning Example 

BUILDING/ 

PLACE AS 

CONTAINER 

1. come in enter a house/ building 

come in! 

2. stay in be inside a house 

stay in 

tonight. 

3. sit in to be present in class  You could sit in on a 

class to see if it was the 

type of thing that would 

interest you. 

4. drop in  to make a short visit 

to someone 

Just drop into whenever 

 

 5. log in to do the things that 

are necessary to start 

using a computer 

system 

I logged in onto my 

computer I found 

dozens of email waiting 

for me. 

BODY AS 

CONTAINER 

6.  breathe 

in 

take air into your lung He breathed in deeply 

and then spoke. 

BLANK AS 

CONTAINER 

7.  fill in write necessary 

information 

Please fill in the 

application form 

correctly. 

8.  write in write words or 

numbers in a space 

Could you write in your 

name and age please? 

ACTIVITY AS 

CONTAINER 

9.  join in take part in We were invited to a 

karaoke but I was too 

embarrassed to join in 

the singing. 

10.  pull in attract people in large 

numbers 

Championship matches 

usually pull in a large 

crowd. 

Handout 
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Instruction A:  

Complete the sentences with the phrasal verbs from handout. You may need to  

change the form of the verb. 

1. She learned over to breathe in the scene of the roses. 

2. come in  

3. Please fill in the application form and send it back y Nov 2
nd

. 

4. join in the fun. 

5. - pulling in the crowds. 

6. I think I am going to stay in tonight and have a quiet one. 

7. The presenter invited students to write in with ideas for raising money. 

 

Instruction B:  

Create sentences using phrasal verbs you have learnt. 

1. _______________________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________________________ 

4. _______________________________________________________________ 

5. _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worksheet on Phrasal verbs 

Name____________________________________Class ______________________No._______ 
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Conceptual  

Metaphor 

Phrasal  Verb Meaning Example 

BUILDING AS 

CONTAINER 

1. stay out  not come home at 

night 

Our cat usually 

stays out at night. 

2. lock out unable to enter the 

house 

Oh no! My keys are 

in the room! I think 

I locked myself out 

3. come out leave a room or 

building 

You are not 

allowed to enter the 

room, come out 

immediately. 

4. take out remove sth from 

place or container 

Jet felt in his pocket 

and took out a key. 

MOUTH AS 

CONTAINER 

5. speak out Express your 

opinions publicly speak out what you 

think. 

6. read out read sth aloud She reads out the 

names in a loud 

voice for everyone 

to hear. 

 7. breathe out let air out of your 

lungs 

He breathed out 

slowly and tried to 

stay calm. 

8. give out  give sth to a 

people for them in town. 

ACTIVITY AS 

CONTAINER 

9. sit out not join in a 

physical activity 

tired or injured 

sit out the next 

dance. 

VEHICLE AS 

CONTAINER 

10. get out move out of a 

vehicle 

I will stop at the 

corner so that you 

can get out. 

 

Handout 3 
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Instruction A:  

Complete the sentences with the phrasal verbs from handout. You may need to change 

the form of the verb. 

1. He lost his job after he spoke out against his employee. 

2. He broke in to the house because his girlfriend had locked him out. 

3. stay out late. 

4. Monica Seles had to sit out doubles competition because of a broken wrist. 

5. He breathed out slowly and tired to stay calm. 

6. He read out the names of the winners. 

7. She gave copies of the report out to committee before the meeting. 

 

Instruction B:  

Create sentences using phrasal verbs you have learnt. 

1. _______________________________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________________________________ 

4. _______________________________________________________________________ 

5. _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Name__________________________Class _________________No._______ 

Worksheet on Phrasal verb  
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Direction A: Choose phrasal verb that best complete the sentence by                                 

                      marking× on the letter   a, b, c or d. 

 

1.  house on my way home. 

a. dropped in b. stepped down c. took off  d. broke up 

 

2. Everyone __________on time for the meeting. 

a. made up b. came of  c. went off d. turned up 

  

3. Thousands of new businesses have __________in the past few years. 

a. drove off b. sprung up  c. sat in d. wasted away 

 

4. Smith __________an alcohol problem after he suffered from a serious disease.  

      a.    ended up  b. looked up  c. broke into d. dealt with 

 

5. I __________ my old neighbor at the market this afternoon. 

      a.   fell apart b. looked on  c. ran into d. got over 

 

6. Children who come to our classes without basic reading skills often find it 

hard to __________ with the lesson. 

      a.   catch up b. look for  c. put behind d.  set off 

 

7. The discovery of the disease __________ while scientists were working on a 

different project.  

a. moved in b. came about  c. paid off d. brought about 

 

8. We __________ during the weekend after we have studied hard for a whole 

week. 

a. hung out b. join in  c. take on d. get along 

 

Pretest /Post  
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9. I can't come to the meeting, but one of my colleagues will be able to 

__________. 

a. walk into b. sign up  c. call back d. stand in 

 

10. You've almost finished your drink. Let me __________ your glass.  

a. top up   b. go off   c. break out d. look forward 

 

11. You can __________ the photo to get a better detail of the texture. 

a. zoom in b. sit in   c. knock of d. feed up 

 

12. When I tried to __________ my computer in the morning, nothing happened. 

a. walk away b. switch on  c. join on  d. sum up 

 

13. __________ quite well as planned. 

a. phone up b. go off  c. turn out  d. ask out 

 

14. Mary was trying to __________ on her Chinese before visiting her friends in 

China. 

a. stay in   b. brush up     c. find out  d. look down 

 

15. The war had been __________ for three years and there was still no sign of 

peace.   

a. going on b. giving out   c. coming in d. closing down 
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Direction B: Match the bold phrasal verb in each sentence with the correct 

definition and write the letter a-j in the boxes provided 

16. They've finally managed to track down that book I wanted. 

17. Can you fill in for me for a couple of hours while I'm at the dentist's? 

18. When someone becomes neurotic about pens and paper clips, it's a sure sign 

they're cracking up. 

19. take back  

20. The train is pulling in on platform 6 - that should be hers. 

21. The crowd looked on in disbelief as the player walked off the pitch.  

22. Could you turn on the radio so we can listen to the news? 

23. Log in using your own name and password. 

24. We stayed up late to watch the Olympics on television. 

25. He died six years ago but a team of scientists carried on his work in a 

laboratory in Switzerland. 

a. pull into a station ( a vehicle entering into a compound ) 

b. return something to the person or organization 

c. go to bed later than usual  

d. foundsomethingafter searching for them in many different places  

e. watch an activity or event without becoming involved in it  

f. touch a switch so that a machine starts to work 

g. continue doing something  

h. type private details into a computer so that you can start using it  
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i. do someone else's work for them because they cannot or will not do it 

themselves  

j. become mentally ill 

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 

21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 

 

Direction C: Filling the blank with the appropriate phrasal verb and change the 

verb to the correct tense if necessary. 

 

 

 

26. She was worried because her son had ___________ with some older boys 

from across the street.  

27. Kate's very thin at the moment -- we'll have to ______her ________ a bit.  

28. We argue a lot, but we always have fun after ___________!  

29. We ___________ a thick curtain to keep out the draught.  

30. I ___________ trying to answer this question  what is the capital of 

England?  

31. Sometimes it helps to ___________ your thoughts in writing.  

32. If you want to know what the latest is, please _______ the 

postcard_______ and read what it says on the back.  

33. They've made a lot of alterations to the house since they ___________.  

34. Once he starts talking it's impossible to ________ him _______.  

35. The 

government money.  

shut  up go ahead  hung up  feed up   set down  start out  

sum up  turn over  move  in make up give up  take up  
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Direction D : Create sentences using phrasal verb given. 

36. write down 

______________________________________________________________ 

37. pass away 

______________________________________________________________ 

38. turn on 

______________________________________________________________ 

39. stay in 

____________________________________________________________ 

40. grow up 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

************************************************* 
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