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The Effects of Pre-reading Activities on Reading Comprehension Ability
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Thesis Title The Effects of Pre-reading Activities on Reading Comprehension

Ability
Author Miss Palita Thongyon
Major Program Teaching English as an International Language
Academic Year 2010

ABSTRACT

The present study was conducted for two purposes: (1) to compare the students’
comprehension ability before and after the implementation of two types of pre-reading activities,
guessing reading content from pictures and asking pre-reading questions, (2) to investigate the
students’ attitudes towards the implementation of the two pre-reading activities. Research
participants consisted of 60 grade 9 students at Muslim Wittaya Phuket. A test of reading
comprehension ability was administered of which the scores were used to assign the subjects into
two groups. Both groups consisted of subjects with similar reading comprehension ability. The
two subject groups were given different pre-reading activities, guessing reading content from
pictures and asking pre-reading questions, respectively. The research instruments consisted of 22
lesson plans, a reading comprehension test (used as pre- and post-tests), and a questionnaire
asking about the subjects’ satisfaction of the two pre-reading activities. The experiment using the
two pre-reading activities were carried out for 11 weeks, totaling 22 periods. The data were
analyzed statistically to identify means, standard deviation, and t-value.

It was found that after the implementation of the two pre-reading activities the subjects
performed better in the post-test, at a significant level of .01. When comparing the results of the
two pre-reading activities, it was found that the group experienced guessing meaning from
pictures performed better than their counterpart who experienced pre-reading questions, at a
significant level of .05. It was also found that both groups were highly satisfied with the activity

they experienced.
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Reading Comprehension Test

Level: Mathayomsuksa 3 Time allowed: 90 mins (30 marks)

Read each passage and then answer the following questions.
Write your answers in the answer sheet provided.

Passage 1

A lot of carbon dioxide comes from modern machines cars and aero planes,
for example. But not all carbon dioxide goes up into the atmosphere. Trees and
plants need carbon dioxide when they grow, so they use a lot of it. But we are
cutting down a lot of trees. So what will happen? More carbon dioxide will go up
into the atmosphere. Perhaps our climate will change and the world will get hotter.

1. The passage suggests that there is relationship between .........
a. modern machines and trees.
b. fewer trees and hotter weather.
c. hot weather and the climate change.

d. the climate change and modern machines.

2. According to the passage, which of the following would be a good suggestion to
make to the local government?

a. Encourage people to use fewer modern machines.

b. Plant more trees and plant in the city.

c. Ban all cars from the city and save our trees.

d. Cut down fewer trees and plant more trees everywhere.

3. The word “it” (line 3) refers to ........
a. air. b. tree.

c¢. carbon dioxide. d. modern machine.
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4. We can infer from the passage that if the more there are plants, .......
a. the more our climate will change.
b. the more we will have modern machines.
c. the less carbon dioxide there will be in the air.

d. the less we will have air pollution problems.

Passage 2

Clearing the land of rubbish is a worldwide problem. Rubbish must be
collected regularly, especially in cities where many people produce it. Some kinds of
rubbish can be put to good use. It can be used to fill holes made by mining. Then the
land can be used for building houses on.

One of the greatest pollution problems is dumping plastics. Most substances,
such as wood or paper, decay naturally. Most of which are harmless. Wood and
paper may be changed by the action of weather and by bacteria to carbon dioxide
and water. If wood is buried without oxygen, it may change over millions of years
into coal. But plastics do not change at all. They remain as they are.

5. What is the main idea of paragraph 2 ?
a. Plastics is a serious pollution problem.
b. Action of weather can change wood into coal.
¢. Wood and paper are the cause of pollution problem.
d. Plastics cannot change at all.
6. What does “which” refer to?
a. problems b. plastics

c. substances d. kinds of rubbish

7. The word “harmless” in paragraph 2 means ........
a. useful. b. dangerous.

c. dirty. d. save.
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Passage 3

What if one small bean could be turned into ‘milk,” ‘flour,” ‘hamburgers,’
and even ‘ice-cream’? What if it were rich in protein and easy to grow? What if it
were low in fat and cholesterol and had fewer calories than meat? Wouldn’t it be
the wonder bean? In fact, such a bean exists — the soybean. People in Asia have
recognized the value of the soybean for thousands of years. People in the West
have only recently begun to appreciate the wonder bean.

Think of how soybeans might enhance just one meal. Soybeans might be
added to your hamburger to make it higher in protein, lower in fat and less
expensive. Soy flour could be used in the hamburger roll — again making it richer
in protein. Soybean sprouts are a tasty and crunchy addition to your salad. The
salad dressing or mayonnaise made from tofu — a cheese — like soy product. Tofu
can also be used to create a dessert that looks, feels and tastes very much like ice-
cream — but without the fat.

8. This article is about ........
a. becoming healthier.
b. proper nutrition for good health.
c. the value of soybeans.

d. making food richer in protein.

9. What does “appreciate” in paragraph 1 mean?
a. admire b. make

c. dislike d. taste

10. The purpose of the writer is to persuade readers to ........
a. eat a lot of soybeans. b. realize the benefits of soybeans.

c. grow soybeans. d. make hamburgers with soybeans.
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Passage 4

There are certain things that people think they must not do. These are
called taboos. People with a certain taboo would act o have a taboo act in a certain
way. They think that to act differently would bring bad luck. For example, some
people think that walking under a ladder will bring bad luck.

For the people of one tribe in Africa, it was taboo to count anything. If
people wanted to know how many goats they had, they looked quickly. Then they
guessed how many goats were there. They thought something bad would happen
to the goats if they counted them.

For another tribe in Africa, it was taboo to talk about the misfortune of an
ancestor. These people thought the ancestor’s spirit would hear them and become
angry. Then the spirit would punish them.

Saying their own names was taboo for Polar Eskimos. They believed evil
spirits were always listening when they spoke. It would not be safe to say their
names out loud. Evil spirits would cause bad luck. If someone asked, “Who is
there?’ an Eskimo would answer, ‘It is I.” Eskimos would never give their names.

11. The main idea of the passage is .......
a. goats bring bad luck.
b. evil spirits always listen to what you say.
c. everyone should walk under ladders.

d. different people have different taboos.

12. Which of the following is not an example of taboos?
a. counting goats b. talking to spirit

c. saying their names d. walking under a ladder

13. The word “them” in paragraph 2 refers to ........
a. taboos. b. people.

C. many goats. d. bad things.
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Passage 5

The Salt Palace Hotel

There are many unique hotels around the world. In Greenland, there is a
hotel made out of ice, open between December and April every year. In Turkey,
there is a cave hotel with a television, furniture, and a bathroom in each room. And
in Bolivia, there is the Salt Palace Hotel.

Thousands of years ago, the area around the Salt Palace Hotel was a large
lake. But over time, all the water disappeared. Today, the area has only two small
lakes and two salt deserts.

The larger of the two deserts, the Uyuni salt desert, is 12,000 square
kilometers. During the day, the desert is bright white because of the salt. There are
no roads across the Uyuni desert, so local people must show quests the way to the
hotel.

In the early 1990s, a man named Juan Quesada built the hotel. He cut big
blocks of salt from the desert and used the blocks to built it. Everything in the hotel
1s made out of salt: the walls, the roof, the tables, the chairs, the beds, and the
hotel’s bar.

The sun heats the walls and roof during the day. At night the desert is very
cold, but the rooms stay warm. The hotel has 12 rooms. A single room costs $ 40 a
night, and a double room costs $ 60. A sign on the hotel’s wall tells guests, “Please
don’t lick the wall.”

14. In what way is the Salt Palace Hotel different from other hotels?
a. what it is made of b. Its long history

c. The price of the rooms d. The guests who stay there

15. Which sentence about the area around the Salt Palace Hotel is not true?
a. It is white during the day.
b. It was a lake many years ago.
c. There are several roads to the hotels.

d. It’s larger than 10,000 square kilometers.



16. Where did the salt used to build the hotel come from?
a. a salt factory b. Turkey

c. the ground d. the two lakes

17. Who is Juan Quesada?
a. a hotel guide b. the hotel’s manager

c. a hotel staff d. the hotel’s owner

18. What keeps the room warm at night?
a. heat from the walls b. the sun

c. The desert air d. the furniture

19. The word “unique” in paragraph 1 probably means the same as.......
a. expensive. b. great.

c. famous. d. special.

20. The word “disappeared” in paragraph 2 probably means the same as........
a. expand. b. became dry.

c. got salty. d. stopped flowing.

21. The word ““guests” in paragraph 3 probably means the same as........
a. tourists. b. local people.

c. people working for a hotel. d. people staying at hotel.

22. The word “it” in paragraph 4 refers to.......
a. a big salt block. b. the Salt Palace Hotel.

c. the way to the hotel. d. the desert.
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23. The purpose of the writer is to .......
a. suggest a good place to visit.
b. promote the hotel.
c. persuade people to stay at the hotel.

d. inform the readers what the hotel looks like.

Passage 6

Around 356 B.C. in acient Greece, the great teacher Plato told a story about
Atlantis. He described Atlantis as a continent in the Atlantic Ocean. He said it had
been the home of a powerful people who were destroyed when the continent was
swallowed by the sea.

During the Middle Ages, many people believed in the legend of Atlantis.
Some men even made voyages to find the “lost continent” Later, most people
believed Atlantis to be just a myth. Scientists could find no evidence to show that
such a place had ever existed.

However, nowadays some scientists think that Atlantis may be a real place.
A Greek professor has offered a new theory. He says that Atlantis was not a
continent in the Atlantic Ocean but an island called Thera in the Aegean Sea. The
professor says that 3,500 years ago Thera collapsed into the sea when a volcano
erupted. He thinks that before the explosion Thera had been the home of Minoans
who were sea traders who ruled the Aegean Sea from 2,000 B.C. to 1,250 B.C.

Scientists who have come to investigate Thera have found an ancient city
buried beneath volcanic ash and stone. It appears that the people who lived in the
city had an advanced civilization. They were probably Minoans.

Is Thera the “lost continent” of Atlantis? No one may ever know for
certain. Atlantis may remain a riddle without an answer.

24. What is the best title for this passage?
a. Atlantis b. Atlantic Ocean

c. Thera, be lost continent d. The Search of a lost continent



25. On the whole, the article is mainly about ...........
a. the scientists experiment. b. cities under volcanic ash.

c. a land that may have existed. d. Greece around the year 355 B.C.

26. Which statement seems true for the passage?
a. There are different theories about Atlantis.
b. Everyone knows where the lost continent is.
c. Plato was a Greek teacher who lived in Atlantis.

d. Most people have believed in the legend of Atlantis for the past to decade.

27. The ancient Minoans were ..........
a. people who lived in Atlantis.
b. people who have ever been to Atlantis.
c. professors who study about Atlantis.

d. scientists who are interested in Atlantis.

28. The word “voyages” in paragraph 2 means the same as ...
a. discovery b. journey

c. adventure d. survey

29. In paragraph 3 which word means the same as “fell down” ?
a. erupted b. collapsed

c. offered d. ruled

30. What can we infer from the passage?
a. No land was called Atlantis.
b. There are evidences where Atlantis is.
c. The ancient Greeks destroyed Atlantis.

d. People will continue to learn more about Atlantis.
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Worksheet 1

e Read and understand the passage.

True Stories

The morning of 26™ December was warm and sunny on Phi Phi Don
Island in Thailand. The sunshine was a welcome change from the wet, rainy
weather in London. After breakfast we went to the beach. My parents decided
to sunbathe and I ran straight into the crystal clear water. Nothing could
prepare me for what was about to happen.

Suddenly, I heard a loud roar. The water under my feet disappeared. |
heard people screaming and pointing at the sea. “What’s going on?” I
wondered as I turned to see a massive wave coming towards me. “Mark, run!”
I heard my mum shout before the huge wave swallowed me. I was under the
water. I tried to breathe and reach the surface but the force of the water just
pushed me down. Then, out of nowhere a hand grabbed me and pulled me up.
I gasped for air and looked around. I was in a palm tree with a Thai man. I
could see people in the distance running in panic.

I felt like crying but I was too shocked to even do that. The only thing
I could do was to sit and watch, unable to move. The hours passed slowly.
Suddenly, the Thai man started shouting and pointing to a helicopter. The pilot
saw us and came to rescue us. Half an hour later we were safe in the hills.
There were a lot of people there. I felt lonely and lost. “Mark, you’re safe,” I
heard my mum voice say. I don’t remember feeling more relieved in my life
than at that moment.

Source: Access Student’s Book 3
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Pre-reading activity

Worksheet 1.1 B

= Read the conclusion of the given passage. Then make some questions about
details that you want to know.

= After reading the given passage, answer your questions.

We felt lucky to be alive after a tsunami occurred on Phi Phi

Don Island. It was my terrible experience.

Questions :
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Worksheet 2

e Read and understand the passage.

[ It could happen to you ‘]

Are you afraid of water? Well, John is! He had terrible nightmares

about drowning. “In the nightmares there was always heavy rain,” he said,
“and then water swept me away. I desperately shouted for help but no one
ever came. | woke up very scared, but happy that it was just a bad dream.”
Last year, while John was on holiday in Cornwall, his horrible dreams came

true!

One morning, he decided to go for a cup of tea in the village. On his
way, he went into a little shop to buy some postcards. As he entered the
shop, it started to rain heavily. “Nice weather for ducks,” said the lady in the
shop. “I hope the river doesn’t burst its banks again like last year,” she
added. John opened the door to leave the shop but as soon as he stepped out,
water swept him off his feet and washed him down the road. “Oh no! The

river!” he thought terrified. Then suddenly, he hit a lamppost. He quickly

grabbed it and pulled himself out of the water. He was wet and cold but very

relieved to be alive!

Source: Access Student’s Book 3



95

Pre-reading activity
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Pre-reading activity

Worksheet 2.1 B

= Read the conclusion of the given passage. Then make some questions about
details that you want to know.

= After reading the given passage, answer your questions.

John had terrible nightmares about drowning.

Questions :
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Worksheet 3

e Read and understand the passage.

Acid Rain

The problem
The problem starts here. Cars burn petrol and factories and power stations burn

coal and emit toxic fumes. So, the air that we breathe becomes polluted.

Air pollution & acid rain

This pollution is gathered in clouds and when it reacts with the oxygen and water in
the atmosphere it becomes acid. The winds carry the polluted clouds long
distances. When it rains, this pollution falls on trees, houses, buildings, cars,

clothes, everywhere!!! This is called acid rain.

Water and soil pollution

When acid rain falls into lakes, streams rivers and seas, they become toxic. This is
water pollution and it harms or kills fish and plants. When acid rain flows through
the soil, it poisons trees and plants. Acid rain also causes serious damage to

important buildings and makes people feel sick.

Solutions
We all need air to survive. One way to make the air cleaner is to drive less. We can
use public transport or ride our bikes as much as possible. We can also use less

electricity. For example, we can turn off the lights when we leave a room. Factories

can use new technologies to help make factory smoke less harmful to the

environment. We all need to work together to stop this problem before it is too late!

Source: Access Student’s Book 3
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Pre-reading activity l
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Pre-reading activity

Worksheet 3.1 B

= Read the conclusion of the given passage. Then make some questions about
details that you want to know.

= After reading the given passage, answer your questions.

When acid rain falls into lakes, streams rivers

and seas, they become toxic.

Questions :
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