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The Production of Pesticide - Safe Salad Vegetables

in Surat Thani Province
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Abstract

The study of producing pesticide — safe salad vegetable in Suratthani province was to provide
another choice for farmers to produce high value vegetable. The major markets for salad vegetable are
tourists in Suratthani and adjacent provinces. The objective of the study were to (1) create production
technology of salad vegetable (2) study growth and yield of salad and (3) to analyze cost — benefit of
producing pesticide — safe salad.

This study was divided into two parts; the first part was done in rainy season while the second
was conducted in other seasons. An experimental design was split — plot with 3 replications. Two main
plots included planting outside rainout shelter and planting inside rainout shelter. Three sub — plots were
three types of salad. However, these three types of salad included six varieties namely; Red Oak,
Okayama, Green Wave, Red Celi, Green Cos and Cordoba which were planted in different cropping
period.

The result revealed that salad was suitable for planting as pesticide — safe vegetable. The
growing period was about 40 — 50 days. There were different in growth and yield depending on varieties
and planting outside or inside the rainout shelter. Salad grown inside the shelter showed better growth
than salad grown outside shelter significantly. Salad variety Green Wave had highest height and canopy
diameter at 25.35 and 27.65 cm., respectively. Survival rate of salad was between 80 — 90 %. Planting
salad in other season (not rainy season) obtained the highest yield from Red cell approximately 1,025
kg/rai whereas planting in rainy season, Okayama provided the highest vield at 530 kg/rai. Both figures
obtained from salad grown inside rainout shelter,

Cost — benefit analysis showed that the cost of producing pesticide - safe salad varied
depending on variety, season, and planting outside or inside the shelter. As the selling prices were
assumed indifference, the lowest production costs weuld result in the highest profit margin, indicating
the favorable varieties of salad types should be grown. In general, the costs of producing all salad
varieties in rainy season were much higher than those of other seasons. Of six salad vegetables studied,
Red Oak was the salad with highest production costs, ranging from 12.24 to 25.67 baht/kg whereas Red
Cell had the lowest production cost varying from 3.90-16.26 baht/kg. However, for rainy season, the
lowest production cost obtained from Okayama grown inside the shelter at 14,35 baht’kg. Green Cos, on
the other hand, was appropriate to grow outside the shelter. Its cost was about 8.58 baht/kg. For other
seasons, the most appropriate variety was Red Cell for both inside and outside shelter. The cost per
kilogram of producing Red Cell outside and inside shelter were ranging from 3.90-8.71 baht,

respectively.





