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Abstract

The research is aimed to study 1) the social and economic features 2) the production
condition and the behavior on fertilization 3) factors affecting the decision on fertilization and
4) problems and threats on fertilization of rubber planters in Sadao District, Songkhla Province.
The data are collected from 120 rubber planters, and processed by the descriptive analysis as
well as Chi-square (Xz) test.

The results reveal that most of the agriculturists are male. The average age is 44 years
old. The respondents are Buddhists, primary educated, and married. The average household
members are 4 people, and 2.3 people contribute the workforce in rubber plantations. Most of
the agriculturists, 58.3%, do rubber planting as their main career while the supplementary
career is not applicable. The average household income is 16,675 baht/month. The average
income deriving from rubber plantations is 14,083 baht/month. The agriculturists, 78.3%, are in
debt condition. The average debt amount is 113,425 baht per household. The loan is mostly
financed by Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives, 36.7%. The purpose of loan is
for the investment, 51.1%. The agriculturists own 20.6 rais of rubber plantations in average.
Most of the area is flat and plain with marl and clay loam. The famous variety is RRIM 600 due
to high volume of field latex. The average age of rubber tree is 15.3 years old. The
agriculturists have experienced in rubber planting for 23.1 years. The average workforce in
rubber tapping is 2.5 people, who are the household members.

The agriculturists, 91.7%, perceive the information about the fertilization from selling
shops or distributors the most. Most of them apply organic fertilizers i.e. bio fertile pellet sized
50 kilograms/sack. The average quantity is 1.0 kilogram/tree or 76.8 kilograms/rai/year. The
application frequency is 1.1 time/year. The average expense of fertilizer purchasing is 16,048

baht/year. Most of the agriculturists express their views that the price of organic and chemical
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fertilizers is not reasonable while the reasonable rates of the organic and chemical fertilizers are
306 and 621 baht/sack respectively.

The marketing factors affecting the decision on fertilization in the high level are the
fertilizer quality, price of chemical and organic fertilizers, selling sources nearby houses or
rubber plantations, and various types or brands. In addition, the other factors affect the decision
on fertilization in the low and medium level.

The analysis results of the relationship between the social, economic factors and
production condition with the fertilization quantity of rubber planters are described as details.
The main career, household income, and income from rubber plantations relate to the quantity
of the fertilization with the statistically significance at O = 0.01. The area condition of rubber
plantations relate to the fertilization quantity with the statistically significance at O = 0.05.

Problems and threats on the agriculturists’ fertilization are listed as details. The
fertilizers are too expensive and low quality or fake. In addition, the government’s role

influences the agriculturists’ decision on fertilization in the low level.
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