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Abstract

The research is aimed to study 1) the social and economic features of the farmers and
their rubber plantation management 2) the perception and access of the information about the
Agricultural Futures Exchange of Thailand (AFET) 3) the attitudes towards the AFET 4) the
relationship between the social and economic factors with the information application
as well as trading activities in the AFET and 5) problems, threats, and suggestions on the
information access of the AFET. Data were collected from 50 medium scale rubber planters in
Hatyai District, Songkhla Province. Data are analyzed by the descriptive statistics and
Chi-Square test (Xz)

The results reveal that the farmers, 52%, are male, and 41 years old in average. They
obtain a bachelor degree and higher. The respondents, 54%, have the household members of 5
people in average. The average member who supports in the agricultural workforce is 1 person.
The respondents, 40%, do rubber planting as their main career. The average net income is
39,040 baht/month. The majorities, 98%, are financed by Office of the Rubber Replanting Aid
fund. Most of the respondents are in debt condition, and the average amount is 1.14 million
baht/household. The respondents own 76 rais of land in average. The average rubber planting
area is 73 rais. 86% of the respondents distribute their outputs in form of field latex. The
respondents mostly distribute their products immediately, and do not implement quality
grading. The major production problems are workforce, expensive production factors, low
percentage of output, and epidemic. The marketing problems are low and unpredictable price,
business monopoly in the area, and limited buying quantity. The respondents, 62%, perceive
the information about the AFET through the training and seminars. In addition, the respondents

request to have more training on the service access provided by the AFET.
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The farmers’ attitudes towards the AFET are rated in the high level as details.
The quality grading is clearly defined. The leaders, who experience in the AFET, should be
appointed in each sub-district for consulting. The advanced trading price should be available for
reference, and price risk reduction. However, the respondents do not quite satisfy with the
aspects of low investment, understandable information, available advisors, and forecast of
future income. Currently, 64% of the respondents apply the information derived from
the AFET. 74% of the respondents did not participate in the trading. Nevertheless, 72% of
the respondents intend to trade in the AFET.

The social and economic factors, which relate to the application on the information
about the AFET with the statistically significant level at Ol = 0.05, are listed as own rubber
planting area and distribution method. The social and economic factor, which relates to the
trading and interest to trade in the AFET with the statistically significant level at OL = 0.05, is
only own rubber planting area. Problems and threats on the information access of the AFET are
as details. The respondents rate the issue as trouble due to numerous academic vocabularies.
They do not recognize and cannot access sources of information. Guidance and government
agencies are not available and accessible. In addition, the investment cost is high. Besides,
the suggestions raised by the respondents are as following. The responsible government
agencies should provide more training in the trading method and price analysis through

the demonstration. Consequently, the respondents are capable to trade in the AFET.
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