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Abstract

The research is aimed to study 1) the social and economic features of community
refined liquor enterpreneurs 2) the production features of community refined liquor 3) the
marketing management 4) approaches for the adjustment of community refined liquor
enterpreneurs under oil pice crisis and 5) problems, threats, and suggestions raised by
community refined liquor enterpreneurs in Songkhla Province. The primary data were collected
through the interview of 50 community refined liquor enterpreneurs. The purposive sampling is
implemented, and the data are analzed by the descriptive statistics.

The results reveal that community refined liquor enterprencurs, 88%, are male, and
46.1 years old in average. The majorities, 96%, are married. All of the entrepreneurs are
Buddhists, and primary educated. The entrepreneurs, 58%, do community refined liquor as their
supplementary career. Most of the entrepreneurs, 88%, do palm sugar production as their main
career. Meanwhile, 60% of them do rubber plantations. The minorities, 20%, earn their
personal income in between 20,001-30,000 baht a month. The entrepreneurs, 6%, are in debt
condition. The formal loan is applied for the purpose of building construction and vehicle
provision.

The business pattern is mostly categorized as limited partnership, 52%, and the
balances are community enterprise, company limited, agricultural organization, and
cooperatives. The average revolving funds are 14,850 baht a month, which derive from their
own capital. The majorities, 96%, use palm sugar as raw materials, which are provided by the
entrepreneurs themselves, 76%. The entrepreneurs, 98%, use liquefied petroleum gas in
refining liquor. The refine container is 1.1 containers in average. The production capacity is
201-400 litres a month. The average workforce is 1.3 people. Most of the entrepreneurs, 96%,

produce refined liquor with 35 degree. The containers sized 0.625 litres are defined as



(6)

packaging, 88%. The average production cost is 71.9 baht/litre. The cost of raw material is 17.3
baht/litre. The direct labor cost is 15.6 baht/litre. The other expenses are 38.9 baht/litre, which
are categorized into fuel, 20 baht/litre, electricity, 5 baht/litre, and transportation 13.9 baht/litre.

The entreprencurs, 90%, distribute community refined liquor as wholesale by
themselves. The liquor is distributed through small grocery stores, 96%. The payment is
effected in credit term. The average sales amount of 0.33 litre-containers is 650 bottles a month.
The average sales amount of 0.625 litre-containers is 429.1 bottles a month. The entrepreneurs,
50%, earn their income in between 20,001-30,000 baht a month. The average income is 23,990
baht a month.

The oil price crisis results in the increment of production cost for 17.8%. The
production capacity increases 14.1%. The sales amount of 0.33 and 0.625 litre-containers
increase 43.2% and 8.5% respectively. The selling price of 0.33 litre-containers increases
33.3% while the selling price of 0.625 litre-containers increases 20%. Consequently, the
average profit increases 48.9%. The approaches for the entrepreneurs’ adjustment are to
increase the selling price, production capacity, stock quantity of raw materials, provide raw
materials by the middlemen, and adjust types of raw materials. The production and marketing
problems are listed as high cost of raw materials, rare workforce, inadequate revolving funds,
high tax rate of liquor, limited quantity of machines, selling price not complying with
production cost, less distribution channels, and high cost of transportation. Finally, the
suggestion raised by the entrepreneurs is that the government should reduce the tax rate of

liquor for the business survival of community refined liquor.
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