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Abstract

The research is aimed to study (1) the social and economic features and pattern of fresh
latex distribution of rubber farmers (2) patterns of production and distribution of fresh latex of
rubber farmers (3) factors affecting farmers’ attitude level towards behaviors on fresh latex
purchasing of village middlemen (4) problems on farmers’ fresh latex distribution. The
secondary and primary data are applied in the study. The primary data were collected via the
structured questionnaire to achieve 120 rubber farmers in Patong Sub-District, Hatyai District.
The rubber farmers are defined as the ones who have sold fresh latex to village middlemen. The
data are analyzed by the descriptive statistics and Chi-Square test. The results are summarized as
details.

Most of the farmers are female, married, and 42 years old in average. Their educational
level is high vocational certificate/diploma. The average household members are 4 people. The
average household workforce is 2 people. The farmers, 79%, do rubber plantations as their main
career. The average total income is 22,520 baht a month. The average income from rubber
plantations is 16,495 baht a month. The farmers, 68%, are in debt condition. The average debt
amount is 248,843 baht. The farmers, loan, is financed by Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives for the investment in rubber plantations.

The farmers own rubber plantations for 31 rais in average. The average age of rubber
trees is 14 years old. The farmers, 58%, employ workforce for rubber tapping. The ratio of
benefit sharing is 60:40. The tapped quantity is 64 kilograms a day in average. The outputs are
sold to the middlemen due to cash payment and convenience to access. Most of the farmers

achieve 25-29% dry rubber content (DRC). The selling price is 41-50 per kilogram.



(6)

The farmers’ attitudes towards behaviors on fresh latex purchasing of village
middlemen in the overall image is rated in the good level. The farmers’ attitudes are in the very
good level for the fact that the middlemen always notify the closing of fresh latex purchasing in
advance. The latex distribution to the middlemen helps the farmers have revolving funds.
However, the farmers’ attitudes are bad for the fact that the middlemen give chance to the
farmers for price negotiation.

Problems and threats raised by the farmers are listed as the percentage calculation of
dry rubber content (DRC). The weighing and measuring procedures are only implemented by the

buyers, which may lead to injustice.
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