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Abstract

The objectives of this qualitative research are to 1) collate policy process for
community-based solid waste management guidelines of local authorities; and 2) study policy,
policy process and its results of policy implementation of community-based solid waste
management of Songkhla City Municipality. The research methods include literature reviews,
semi-structured interviews, and participant observations. The target group is comprised of 3
subgroups: 1) a group of 10 persons with experiences and expertise in community-based solid
waste management; 2) a group of 15 Songkhla City municipal officials, including elected local
officials, municipal officials and staffs; and 3) 19 representatives of community members from
Somwang, Wat Teenmain, and Wachira Soikee communities.

The conclusion from the collation policy process for community-based solid
waste management guidelines of local authorities are as follows: 1) The executives formulated
clear policies with consistent plans and budget. 2) Regarding the policy process, waste problems
were identified from the actual local conditions. The policy implementation included building up
committees, designing various approaches to promoting community’s participation and its
sustainability, as well as systematic evaluations. 3) Regarding the communities, their members
had close social relationships, together with strong core-team members and social groups.

The findings from the study of community-based solid waste management of
Songkhla City Municipality are as follows : 1) The executives did not have either clear related
policy and consistent budget allocation. 2) The garbage bank project implementation was to
respond proposals made by the central government. The municipal staff provided the project

information to the community members and had public relations. But there was no project

(5)



evaluation. 3) Regarding the three communities, the groups playing a key role in the project are
the community committee and the Community Health Volunteers. The implementations lasted
for a period of time and then they stopped due to lack of consistent collaboration from the
committee members.

Suggestions for promoting the community-based solid waste management in
Songkhla City Municipality are as follows: The municipality is to formulate a clear polity with
consistent plans and budget allocations. In addition to two-way communication approaches, a
variety of activities are to be designed to promote consistent community’s participation. Public-

participation promoting skills and competence of the municipal staff are also to be promoted.
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