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Abstract

The research is aimed to study (1) the social and economic features (2) the features of
rubber planting and behaviors on fertilization (3) knowledge/understanding of the farmers on
fertilization (4) marketing factors affecting fertilization and trend of fertilization and (5)
problems, threats, and suggestions raised by rubber farmers in Nongtong Sub-District, Pabon
District, Patthalung Province. The secondary data were compiled from related documents. The
primary data were collected from 120 rubber farmers, which were defined by the accidental
sampling. The farmers were interviewed by the structured questionnaire. The data are analyzed
by the descriptive statistics, and Chi-Square statistics is implemented for the quantitative
analysis.

The results reveal that most of the farmers are female, 51.7%, and 43.6 years in average.
The farmers are Buddhists, 55.0%, and Muslims 44.2%. The farmers are primary educated,
51.6%, and married, 90.1%. The household members are 4-6 people, 70.8%. The majorities,
99.2%, do rubber plantations as their main career. The farmers, 45.9%, have experienced in
rubber plantations less than 10 years. The farmers earn total household income for 13,475 baht in
average. Most of the farmers, 74.2%, are in debt condition. The formal loan is 74.1%, which is
financed by Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC), 33.3%. The farmers
own the land of 12.8 rais each household in average. The average tapping area is 8.7 rais each
household. The plantations are in flat area, 57.5%. The soil condition is the combination of marl
and sand, 60.0%. The most famous variety among the farmers is RRIM 600, 71.7%. The outputs
are distributed in form of field latex, 78.3%, and rubber unsmoked sheet, 21.7%. The chemical
fertilizers are applied with the organic fertilizers, 71.7%. The chemical fertilizers are 435.4
kilograms/year. The average organic fertilization is 347.5 kilograms/year. Most of the farmers
eliminate weeds before fertilization. The chemical fertilization is implemented twice a year,

47.5%. The organic fertilization is implemented once a year, 42.0%. The pattern of chemical and



(6)

organic fertilization is sowing. The farmers buy chemical and organic fertilizers from the dealers,
54.3% and 60.2% respectively. The reasons are described as following. The selling shops are
close to their houses. The farmers had perceived the academic and agricultural information as
well as fertilization, 86.7%. The source of information is Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives, 57.6%. The farmers’ understanding rated in the medium level is 90.5%. The
farmers know and understand the fertilization. The marketing factors e.g. fertilizer quality, rubber
price, transportation service, and advices from neighbors influence the fertilizer selection in the
good level. Debts and tapping area relate to the pattern of fertilization with the statistically
significant level at O = 0.05. The future trend of the demand on chemical fertilization increases
51.6%. The future trend of the demand on organic fertilization increases 43.2%. Most of the
farmers need the service provided by the sellers on the advice of fertilizer formula, which suits
the soil condition and plants, 68.3%.

Problems and threats on fertilization are listed as details. The price is high. The fertilizer
quality is below the standard. The government agencies do not approach to the farmers. The

monitoring and promotion are not continuously implemented.
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