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Abstract

This study has two objectives: (1) to investigate the association between
academic achievement of graduate students and each of several determinants. (2) to
construct a model for predicting the academic achievement of graduate students.The
determinants of interest consist of gender, age, marital status, domicile, occupation,
experience, faculty, study plan, type of study, institutions or universities of bachelor’s
degree, major and study program in the undergraduate level, grade point average in
bachelor’s degree, duration of period from finishing bachelor’s degree until enrolling
in the Master’s degree, and total years of graduate studies. A cross-sectional study
was used to reach these objectives. The samples consisted of 294 graduate students
from Prince of Songkla University, who had graduated during the academic year,
1993-1997 of 1412 graduate students, using stratified random sampling as the
sampling method. Two-sample ¢ test and one-way analysis of variance were used for
investigate the association between the outcome and the determinants. Stepwise
multiple regression analysis was used for fitting the model. The result is that the
academic achievement is associate with faculty, BA GPA, and total number of years
of study. The finding of multiple regression analysis is that marital status, faculty
group, BA GPA, duration from BA to MA, and total number of years of study are
important predictors for academic achievement of graduate students. They can explain
26% of the variation in academic achievement, and the standard deviation of the
residual academic achievement is 0.22. BA GPA is the most important predictor for

predicting academic achievement of graduate students.
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