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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to find out changes taken place at
Traditional Islamic Institutes (Pondok) in southermn border provinces of Thailand
between 1957-2006, causes and outcomes of those changes. The researcher employed
the research methodology by collecting data from books, relevant sources using

analytical process and interview technique.

The findings of the study indicated that there were two major changes

occurred during the period under study.

The first one had occurred in 1961 and during 1966-1971, in which the
Pondok institutes were officially required to register with the government agency and
were transformed into the privately-owned Islamic schools respectively. In 1986, with
the effect of the Private Education Act 1982, all the privately-owned Islamic schools
were transformed into Islamic private schools. This change was due to the internal
security reasons and targeted at solving the country’s education problems in general
and the outdated management system, also issue of national appreciation among
Malay Muslims, Thai language deficiency, economic problems, and social problems

rooted in the Pondok institute education.
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The outcomes of this change resulted into both positive and negative
aspects. The former consisted of the eligibility of the Pondok institutes to receive
government financial supports and the transformation its status into a modern
education system, better off-Islamic curriculum management, the national curriculum
inclusion, the reduction of negative perception towards Thailand language and the
improvement of Thai language skills and usage, a better off-societal response towards
modern educational system. In contrary, the government regulations made the Pondok
institutes refuse the register with the government agency and thus became illegal. And
in the fact, certain group of Malay Muslims did not agree with this policy, some
Pondok institutes had shown out a non-violent action by the institute closure; and the
curriculums used in the Islamic private schools were perceived as not running in

depth as the one used in the Pondok institutes.

The second change came about in the year 2004 when the institutes
were registered with the government agency and transformed its status into to “the
Pondok Institutes”. This registration made the Pondoks bi-status in which they were
legal and under the government supervisions, received government financial supports,
were subject to educational assessment of the government. In this new image the
status of Pondok has been able to offer occupational courses, eligible to develop

human resource programs organized by the government agencies.

The reasons for the registration were due to the desire of the head of
the Pondok institutes, and unrest situation in southern Thailand. Any how, The Podok
institutes were still unchanged in many ways, including the management of the

institutes, types of textbooks, and the contents of the subjects taught; also teaching

6



system. This was due the fact that the institutes owners wanted to uphold their long-
acquired characteristics. It was claimed that the Podok educational system were better
off than-average in passing on the knowledge and upgrading moral and norms of

students because the Pondok system aims at imparting true teaching Islam and solely

for the sake of Allah.
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