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ABSTRACT

This research was a historical research which aimed to study 1. Biography of Shaykh
Wan Ahmad al-Fatani’s, 2. Roles of Shaykh Wan Ahmad al-Fatani’s in education, and 3. Roles
and works of Shaykh Wan Ahmad al-Fatani in politics. This study had employed the
documentary research approach by studying documents related to the history of Shaykh Wan
Ahmad al- Fatani. In addition, the interview of the learned and experts in the related field was
also undertaken for data collection and then they were presented by employing an analytical
descriptive method.

The findings were as follows:

1. Shaykh Wan Ahmad al-Fatani, one of the scholars who produced distinguished works,
was very well known in ASEAN or Nusantara. He was born on 10 April 1856 in Yaring district,
Pattani province. He died on 25 January 1908. His body was buried in Ma’la Graveyard next to
Khadijah (the prophet’s wife} in Makkah, Saudi Arabia.

2. Roles of Shaykh Wan Ahmad al-Fatani in education: He was the successor and
preserver of his father’s (Shaykh Muhammad Zain al-Fatani) legacy by collecting the classical
works of Shaykh Dawud al-Fatani, Shaykh Abdulgadir Bin Abdulrahman al-Fatani and Shaykh
Muhammad bin Ismail al-Dawudi al-Fatani. Those classical works of the mentioned scholars
were purposely collected for publication by using modern printing instruments and they had been
distributed in Makkah, Egypt, Istanbul in Turkey and ASEAN countries. Malayu Kitabs had been
using in Pondoks’ curriculum till today. These distributions had help in developing and advancing
teaching and leaming process. His works were published and have been using as text books in
Pondoks both in and outside the country.

3. Roles of Shaykh Wan Ahmad al-Fatani’s in politics: He, as a moral leader, was

political and ideological scholar who felt very upset when Muslim Ummah were under the rules

(5)



of non Muslim. He therefore advised Sultans of Fatani, Kelantan and Terangganu to unite as a
unified state and ruled it in accordance with al-Islam. In addition, Shaykh Wan Ahmad al-Fatani
was one of the scholars who had played major roles in supporting Raja Ali Kelana in liberating

Indonesia from the Netherland colonization.
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