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Abstract

This action research aimed to develop a nursing model in enhancing family caregiving of
neurosurgical patients. Ten caregivers and 10 post neurosurgical patients were purposive selected. The
qualitative approach included in-depth interview, participant observation, field note and focus group
discussion using the assessment of caregiving ability, and question guideline to explore caregiver’s
perception in caring of post neurosurgical patients. Content analysis was used to analyze the data.

The results revealed that a nursing model in enhancing family caregiving for neurosurgical
patients consisted of enhancing care at hospital and at home phase. Nursing care of in-hospital phase
from admission to initial 72 hours after surgery included 1) giving available time for communication
2) providing timely information 3) facilitating family caregiving 4) assessing family’s ability
systemically. For nursing care of this phase after 72 hours to discharged included 1) giving
information continuously 2) participating in a plan 3) training a caregiving skill at home and 4) sharing
evaluation systernically. The strategies in enhancing caregiving ability included 1) building relationship
and confidence 2) supporting a family caregiver participation 3} conducting reflective thinking
continuously. Nursing care to enhance caregiving at home phase composed of caring system within
the family which were 1) supplementing a caregiving skill 2) educating family 3) mental supporting.
In addition, community participating system included 1) visiting and supporting 2) consulting 3) facilitating
caregiving assistance and 4) providing essential material.

Findings of this study can be used to guide nursing services in enhancing caregiving ability of
family both at hospital and in the community for continuing care. This systemn requires a community

nurse in participating and enabling patient care and family caregiving at home.
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