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Thesis Title CCTV : Negotiation Space in Schools

Author Miss. Lalinthip Kongpanichakul
Major Program Human and Social Development
Academic Year 2010

ABSTRACT

This qualitative study on “CCTV : Negotiation Space in Schools” aimed 1) to
explore conceptions on installing the closed circuited television cameras in a school and examine
the definitions of closed circuited television cameras perceived by different groups of involved
people; and 2) to observe the operational areas under the closed circuit television camera.
Research data were collected by means of classroom participating observation by the researcher
who was a teacher in the school and nonparticipating observation from the video records captured
by the closed circuit television camera in 20 classrooms. The in-depth interviews were conducted
to assemble definitions of the closed circuited television cameras from 19 major and minor
informants. The school manager was interviewed about the conception on installing the closed
circuited television cameras in the school, while school administrators, teachers, students, and
students’ guardians were asked for the meaning of closed circuit television cameras and the way
they negotiate with others about using the cameras in the classrooms. Data obtained from the
observations, interviews and documentation were categorized, decoded and interpreted to answer
the research questions.

Analysis of data revealed that the reason for installing the closed circuit
television cameras in the school was to advertise the school, to draw the attention of the parents to
the new school and to monitor the teachers’ teaching management and procedures. Concerning
the meanings of the closed circuit television cameras, different groups of people perceived the
meaning differently. Unconcerned or general people took it as the way to attract people’s
attention to the new school. School administrators and teachers took the closed circuit television
cameras as the apparatus for controlling or monitoring. Students took the cameras as the tools for
making a closer relationship between students and their parents, while the students’

parents/guardians took the cameras as the school modern equipments. In terms of negotiation of

(4)



power in using the closed circuit television cameras, different groups of informants had different
negotiating strategies. Teachers were the only inferior group who felt they need to negotiate for
more power over the administrators, students and the students’ guardians even for a short period

of time.
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