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Abstract

The research aims to study (1) the people’s social and economic features
(2) the people’s membership status of Community-Based Microfinance (CBM) (3)
people’s attitudes towards CBM (4) factors affecting the membership of CBM and (5)
factors affecting people’s attitudes towards CBM in Songkhla Province. The types of
CBM i the study are savings groups, village funds and community welfare networks
(“Sajja” 1 baht daily). The data was collected from the people in Takham Sub-district,
Hatyai District, Khao Pra Sub-district, Rattabhum District and Chingko Sub-district,
Singhanakorn District. The respondents are defined as 200 people from each area.
Total respondents are 600 people. The accidental sampling was applied and the
individual nterview was implemented through the structured questionnaires. In
addition, the data analysis was implemented by the descriptive statistics, t-statistics
and Chi-Square Statistics: (32).

The results are summarized as details. Most of the respondents are female.
The average age is 46.71 years old. The respondents are Buddhists and educated in
the primary level. The average household members are 4.4 people. The respondents
do rubber plantations. The average land ownership is 8.4 rais each household. The
household income and expense are 5,001-15,000 baht a month. The average savings
are 1,596 baht a month, while the average debt amount is 173,846 baht each
household.

The respondents, 78.3%, are the members of CBM. The members of the
savings groups are the largest numbers, 88.3%. The next groups are community
welfare networks and village funds, which are 53.8% and 35.1% respectively. The
membership objectives of the savings groups and village finds are the loan
requirements, which are 58.8% and 64.2% respectively. The membership objectives
of community welfare network are the welfare requirements for 9 aspects, 82.2%. The
non-members express that their lifestyles do not fit the activities of CBM, 56.9%.



(6)

The respondents’ attitudes towards the CBM are rated in the moderate level
However, comparing the attitude levels between the members and non-members of
CBM, the details are described as following. The average points of the attitude level
towards the savings groups, community welfare network and overall CBM are
different with the statistically significance at o = 0.01. Meanwhile, the average points
of the attitude level towards the wvillage funds are not different with the statistically
significance.

Factors affecting the membership of CBM are described as following. (1)
The numbers of household members, which are more than 4 people, correlate to the
membership of the savings groups with the statistically significance at oo = 0.05. The
main occupation in the agricultural fields, supplementary occupation, the Iland
ownership more than 8 rais, savings and debt correlate to the membership of the
savings groups with the statistically significance at o = 0.01. (2) The supplementary
occupation, savings and debt correlate to the membership of the village funds with
the statistically significance at o = 0.01. (3) The educational level correlates to the
membership of the community welfare network with the statistically significance at o =
0.05. The supplementary occupation and savings correlate to the membership of
community welfare network with the statistically significance at a = 0.01.

Factors affecting the people’s attitudes towards CBM are described as
details. (1) The main occupation in the agricultural fields and the membership of the
savings groups correlate to the attitudes towards the savings groups with the
statistically significance at oo = 0.01. The membership of community welfare networks
correlates to the attitudes towards the savings groups with the statistically significance
at o = 0.05. (2) The membership of the community welfare networks correlates to the
attitudes towards the community welfare networks with the statistically significance at
o = 0.05. Finally, none of social and economic factors and the membership of CBM
correlate to the attitude levels towards the village funds.
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