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Abstract

The research aims to study (1) the social and economic features of the farmers (2)
the commercial goat production management of the farmers (3) problems and threats on
goat production in commercial scale of the farmers and (4) factors affecting the goat
production quantity of the farmers in Taepa District, Songkhla Province. The primary data
was collected from all the farmers, who raise over 20 goats, through the structured
questionnaires. The census was implemented for 42 farmers. The data analysis was applied
by the descriptive statistics and multiple linear regression in order to analyze the factors
affecting the quantity of goat production.

The results are summarized as details. Most of the farmers are male. The average
age is 44 years. The majorities, 76.2%, are married status, and 64.3% are Muslims. The
average household members are 4.7 people; meanwhile, 2.1 people support the goat
production. Half of the farmers are primary level educated. Most of the farmers mainly do
rubber plantations. The farmers 28.5%, earn the personal income over 15,000 baht a month.
The farmers, 26.3%, earn the household income over 25,000 baht a month, while 19.0%
earn the income from goat production in year 2010 over 20,000 baht a year. The farmers do
the agricultural activities for 13.2 rai per household on average. The farmers, 69.0%, are in
debt condition; furthermore, half of them are financed by Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives (BACC).

The production management is summarized as details. The farmers have
experienced in goat production for 5.3 years in average. The household workforce mainly

supports the activities. All the farmers invest in the farm building. The numbers of goats are



(6)

24.5 goats each household. Most of the farmers prefer raising goats as being caged and
released to the field. The vaccination, parasite elimination, and mineral supplement are
implemented during the production. The farmers mostly do not record the income — expense
details of the goat production. The goats are sold to local buyers. The average weight is 18.8
kilograms per goat. The selling price is between 130-150 baht a kilogram.

Problems and threats on goat production in commercial scale are raised in the high
level as details. The farmers are short of capitals. The farm area is not adequately allocated.
The good breeders are rare. The feeds are not properly supplied. The concentrate and
medicine are very expensive. The marketing points rated in the low level.

The results on factors affecting the quantity of goat production in commercial scale
reveal as details. The farming area positively correlates to the quantity of goat production
with the statistically significance at Ol = 0.05. Once the farming area increases for 1 rai, the
quantity of goat production increases for 0.194 goat. The goat production experience
positively correlates to the quantity of goat production with the statistically significance at
0L = 0.01. Once the farmers’ experience increase for 1 year, the quantity of goat production

increases for 0.533 goat.
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