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Abstract

The research aims to study 1) the evolution and operation of fresh fruit and
vegetable wholesale market in Surat Thani Municipality 2) the social and economic
features of wholesalers 3) the features on fruit and vegetable trading in the wholesale
market and 4) problems, threats and suggestions on the wholesalers’ business
operation in the wholesale market. The data was collected by the interview of the
market owners and 82 fruit and vegetable wholesalers. The descriptive analysis is
implemented.

The results are summarized as details. The wholesale market covering 20
rais locates in Bangkoong Sub-district, Muang District, Surat Thani Province. The
market is originated by the movement of fruit and vegetable traders from the rim of
Tapi Dam. Previously, the trading here is almost retail trading. Various selections are
offered i.e. vegetables, fruits, dry goods, and groceries. The business operation is
implemented as the family business without systematic administration. In 1997, the
market has been developed to be fresh fruit and vegetable wholesale market. The
market operation is under the enforcement of the ministry law regarding the market
sanitary year 2008.

The features on social and economic of the wholesalers reveal as details.
Most of the wholesales are female. The average age is 41 years. They are married
status. Their educational level is lower than secondary level. The respondents locate
in Surat Thani Province. The average household members are 4 people while 2 people
work for the family business averagely. The wholesalers mostly do trading as their
main career; meanwhile, the agricultural work becomes their supplementary career.
The wholesalers earn the household net income for 35,000 baht a month in average.
The wholesalers, 65.9%, are in debt condition. The average debt amount is 180,000
baht. The majorities are financed by commercial banks. The loan purpose is for asset
provision. Main assets in wholesale business are cash and vehicles.

The wholesalers, 52.5%, only sell fresh fruits while 46.3% of them only sell
fresh vegetables. The balances, 1.2%, sell both fresh fruits and vegetables. The
wholesalers have traded in this wholesale market for 12 years. The reasons why they
operate their wholesale business here are the fact that the location is good, and it is the
only wholesale market place of the province. Most of the wholesalers sell goods, and
also do their orders every day. The peak period is 02.00-06.00 hr. Each wholesaler
covers the area of 26.5 square meters in average. The traded vegetables are
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cucumbers, lemons, sweet potatoes, and cabbages respectively. Meanwhile, the traded
fruits are oranges, water melons, mangoes, apples, and pineapples respectively. The
vegetable quantities sold daily are different, which depends on types of vegetables.
Sweet potatoes, lemons and long beans are 22.7, 12.6 and 12.2 ton respectively. The
fruit quantities sold daily i.e. oranges, water melons, and pineapples are 28.5, 27.0,
and 15.4 tons respectively. The trading prices are different due to the types and
seasons. For example, the buying and selling prices of cucumbers and sweet potatoes
are different for 3 and 2 baht per kg. On the other hand, the buying and selling prices
of fruits are different for 5 baht per kg. Most of the goods are originated from the
central part of Thailand, and traded by the middlemen, who arrange the transportation.
Most of the wholesalers set the price based on the cost of goods and operation cost.
The full amount of payment is transferred once the delivery is completed. The grades
of the produces always exist during the trading. In case of leftover goods, they will be
stored in the warehouse. Major customers are local retailers in the province. The
wholesalers earn the average income at 57,000 baht a day.

Problems raised by the wholesalers in the wholesale business operation are
summarized as following. Few buyers exist, and no new buyers come in. The price
always fluctuates. The product standard is unstable. In addition, suggestions
recommended by the wholesalers are listed as details. The traffic system should be
defined. The water drainage should be increased. Finally, the road cleaning should be
implemented throughout the rainy season.
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