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Abstract

The research aims to study 1) the social and economic characteristics of
sweet corn consumers 2) consumers’ behavior on sweet corn consumption 3) the
marketing factors affecting the consumers’ decision on sweet corn consumption 4)
correlations between the social and economic factors and consumers’ behavior on
sweet corn consumption and 5) problems, threats, and suggestions on sweet corn
consumption raised by consumers. The data was collected through 180 sweet corn
consumers in Hatyai City Municipality via the accidental sampling. The descriptive
analysis was implemented by simple statistics. The quantitative analysis was
applied by Chi-Square Statistic.

The results reveal that the respondents, 64%, are female and 36 years old in
average. Most of them are Buddhists, and married status. The average household
members are 4.31 people. The respondents, 59%, are bachelor degree educated or
higher. The majorities, 65%, are informed of sweet corn information through their
friends and acquaintances. The respondents operate their own business as their main
career while they mostly do not implement the supplementary career. The average
monthly income is 14,545 baht. The average monthly expense is 6,717 baht while
the average expense on food consumption is 3,144 baht a month.

The respondents consume sweet corn due to taste. The boiled sweet corn is
the most preferable type. The buying frequencies on fresh corn and boiled type are
1.25 and 1.65 times a week respectively. The respondents consume boiled sweet
corn once a week in average. The price of fresh and boiled corn is reasonable. The

consumers, 58%, prefer bigger and longer pieces while 75% of them do not pay
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attention to corn varieties. The preferable color is yellow; meanwhile, the popular
market places for fresh and boiled corn are fresh markets.

The marketing factors affecting the consumption are cleanliness and
freshness of the sweet corn. The safety on residue, corn sizes and shapes, color,
packaging, convenient and hygienic places as well as price highly affect the
consumption. Corn varieties, brands and marketing promotion factors moderately
affect the consumption.

All social and economic factors of consumers do not correlate with the
consumption frequency with the statistically significance at a = 0.05. Age and
educational level correlate with the average expense on fresh sweet corn buying
with the statistically significance at o = 0.05. The marital status and numbers of
household members correlate with the average expense on fresh sweet corn buying
with the statistically significance at a = 0.01. Age, educational level and consumers’
income correlate with the average expense on boiled sweet corn consumption with
the statistically significance at o = 0.05. The numbers of household members
correlate with the average expense on boiled sweet corn consumption with the
statistically significance at a = 0.01.

Major Problems and threats on the sweet corn consumption are described as
details. The sweet corn is not generally available. The corn varieties are not as the
requirements, and sometimes expensive. The suggestions raised by the respondents
are as following. The quality of sweet corn should be improved to be fresh, clean
and residue-free. The price control should be enforced; meanwhile, the distribution

points should be increased.
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