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Minor Thesis Title Attitudes and Participation towards the Performance of Rubber

Fund Cooperatives in Songkhla Province

Author Miss. Pinita Tunjakho
Major Program Agribusiness Management
Academic Year 2010

Abstract

The research aims to study (1) the social and economic features of rubber fund
cooperative members in Songkhla Province (2) the members’ participation and attitudes
towards rubber fund cooperatives (3) the comparison on the members’ participation and
the attitude levels towards the performance among the rubber fund cooperatives, which
pass and do not pass the standard criteria and (4) problems, threats and approaches to
improve the performance of rubber fund cooperatives. The main data applied in the
study was the primary data, which was collected from 175 rubber fund cooperative
members through the accidental sampling. In addition, the in-depth interview was
implemented with 14 management committees and related government officers. The
data analysis was conducted by the descriptive statistics and t-statistics. The results are
summarized as details.

The members of rubber fund cooperatives are mostly male, educated in the
primary level, married status and Buddhists. The members do rubber plantations as
their main career. The members of the cooperatives, which pass the standard criteria,
are averagely 43.2 years old. The average household members are 4.3 people. The
average household income is 28,633.1 baht a month. The average land ownership is
14.3 rais. All outputs are field latex. The members, 96.8%, sell the outputs to the rubber
fund cooperatives. On the other hand, the members of the rubber fund cooperatives,
which do not pass the standard criteria, are averagely 46.5 years old. The average
household members are 4.0 people. The average household income is 34,490.2 baht a
month. The average land ownership is 18.8 rais. All outputs are field latex. The
members, 90.2%, sell the outputs to the rubber fund cooperatives.

Both types of the cooperative members mostly participate in the cooperative
performance in the moderate level. The members of the cooperatives, which pass the

standard criteria, participate in the cooperative performance in the high level in view of
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the output selling to the cooperatives. On The other hand, the members of the
cooperatives, which do not pass the standard criteria, participate in the cooperative
performance in the low level in view of the purchasing of production factors and training
course attending provided by the cooperatives. The members’ attitudes towards both
types of the cooperatives are mostly rated in the good level. The members’ attitudes of
the cooperatives, which pass the standard criteria, are rated in the very good level in
view of paying attention to the members. The members of the cooperatives, which do
not pass the standard criteria, are rated in the moderate level in view of the regular
provision on training courses, attention to the complaints and supports provided by the
government.

The average points of the members’ participation towards the performance

among the cooperatives, which pass and do not pass the standard criteria, are different

with the statistically significance at OL = 0.01. The average points of the members’
attitude level towards the performance among the cooperatives, which pass and do not
pass the standard criteria, are not different with the statistically significance at QU =
0.05.

Major problems and threats raised by the rubber fund cooperatives are
described as less understanding on the members’ roles, short revolving funds, limited
increment of new members, transportation for the outputs and clear performance report.
Approaches for the performance improvement of the cooperatives, which pass the
standard criteria, are the production area expansion and cost saving. Meanwhile, the
approach for the performance improvement of the cooperatives, which do not pass the
standard criteria, is the training provision on the understanding of the cooperative

members.
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