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Abstract

The research aims to study 1) the social and economic features of the farmers
2) the rubber plantation management and shared tappers 3) the benefit sharing in
rubber plantation 4) factor affection the benefit sharing between the owners of rubber
plantations and the shared tappers 5) problems and threats on the benefit sharing
between the owners of rubber plantations and shared tappers. The accidental sampling
was implemented with 160 farmers in klonghoykhong District, who own 50 rais of
rubber plantation in maximum, and hire shared tappers in the plantations. The benefit
sharing was implemented into 4 patterns, and each pattern covers 40 cases. The data
analysis was implemented by the descriptive statistics while the quantitative analysis
is applied by Chi-Square Statistic.

The results are summarized as following. Most of the farmers are female.
The average age is 48 years. They are mostly Buddhists, and primary level educated.
The household members are 4 people in average. The farmers, 95% averagely have 2
children. The family labor used in rubber plantations are 2.16 people in average. The
majorities do rubber plantations as their main career. More than half of the farmers
implement the supplementary career. The farmers earn the average income from their
main career for 53,846 baht a month while the supplementary career generates the
average income for 25,377 baht a month. The average income from rubber plantations
is 53,252 baht a month, which is 83% of total income which accounts for 64,221 baht
a month. The household expense is 16,157 baht a month. The farmers, 34.4% are in
debt condition with the average debt amount of 164,036 baht each household. The
majorities are financed by the formal loan sources i.e. Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC), saving Cooperatives, village fund. The loan
objectives are for the accommodation maintenance, car purchasing, and business

investment.
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The farmers have experiences in rubber plantations for 17.24 years in
average. The rubber farmership is 22.16 rais. The rubber plantations, which have been
tapped, are averagely 16.11 rais each household. Most of the rubber plantations are
flat area. The distance from the plantations to ramps is 5 kilometers in maximum. The
farmers apply normal tapping system. Only few farmers apply technology by ethylene
gas to enhance the latex quantity. The outputs are mainly sold in the form of field
latex, and raw rubber sheet respectively. The average outputs are 36 kilograms of dry
rubber.

The average shared tappers in rubber plantations are 1.73 people and most of
them are mainly locally employed. The foreign shared tappers become the next
alternative, and they are mainly from Myanmar. Half of the shared tappers are
general workers. The average working period with the rubber farmer is 5.27 years.
They have experienced in rubber tapping for 13.87 years in average. Most of the
owners themselves determine the benefit sharing. The leftover of clump rubber will
be given to the shared tappers. Some of the rubber farmers provide accommodations
and motorcycles to the shared tappers.

The result on factors affecting the benefit sharing between the owners of
rubber plantations and shared tappers are summarized as details. The total owned area
and the working period of the shared tappers and rubber farmers affect the benefit
sharing between the rubber farmers and the shared tappers at the level of confidence
at 95%. In addition, the relationship between the rubber farmers and the shared
tappers affect the benefit sharing between the rubber farmers and the shared tappers at
the level of confidence at 99%

The main problems encountered by the shared tappers are the
communications among foreign shared tappers, honesty and responsibility of the

shared tappers, and unskilled shared tappers in rubber plantation.
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