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Abstract

The research aims to study 1) the social and economic features of the farmers
2) the broiler production management under contract farming 3) costs and returns
analysis of broiler production under contract farming and 4) problems and threats on
broiler production under contract farming. The data was collected through
the interview of 40 broiler farmers under contract farming, who implemented
the evaporative cooling system and the farms were certified by Department of
Livestock Development in Rasada and Huaiyod District, Trang Province. The data
was analyzed by the descriptive analysis; meanwhile, costs and returns analysis was
applied in the study.

The results reveal that 92.5% of the farmers are male. The average age
is 41.1 years old. The farmers, 87.5%, are married status and staying as couples;
meanwhile, 75% of them are vocational level educated. Most of them are Buddhists.
The average household members are 4.1 people. The majorities raise broilers
as their main career and do rubber plantations as supplementary career. The average
income deriving from the previous occupation is 18,488 baht a month. The average
household income deriving from their main career is 43,325 baht a month.
The average household income deriving from their supplementary career is 29,200
baht a month in average. The average land ownership is 2.9 rai. The farmers, 67.5%,
are in debt condition; in addition, the average debt amount is 768,518.5 baht.

The farmers, 63%, are financed by Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives
(BAAC) while 72.5% of them apply the loan for the initial investment. The average
loan amount is 553,448 baht.

The farmers have averagely experienced in the broiler production for
5 years. The production has been implemented for 27.7 batch. More than half of
the farmers implement the broiler production under contract farming with Soravee
Farm since they are satisfied with the condition and returns. The average building
area is 2.1 rai. The average land cost is 338,750 baht per farmer. The average land
area is 771.4 square meter. The farmers raise 9,955 broilers per batch. The average
density is 13.1 broilers per square meter. The average raising period is 38.8 days
a batch. “Ross” is preferable species among the farmers. The farmers, 40%, depend
on shallow ponds as main water sources for the broiler production. More than half
of the farmers depend on the employees as well as their own workforce. The average
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workforce is 1.28 people, and the average wage is 9,456 per batch. The average
survival rate is 95.6%. The feeds are 35,113.5 kg per batch in average. The feed
conversion ratio (FCR) is 1.76 The average weight is 2.1 kg a broiler. The total
weight is 20,002 kg a batch in average or 25.93 kg per square meter. The selling
price under contract farming is 38.43 baht a kg. The broiler dung is 923 sacks
a batch in average.

The total production cost is 970.60 baht per square meter or 37.43 baht
a kg. The variable cost is 936.56 baht per square meter (96.49%). The total fixed
cost is 34.03 baht per square meter (3.51%). The average return is 1,028.20 baht per
square meter. The net return is 91.64 baht per square meter or 3.53 baht a kg.
The net profit is 57.60 baht per square meter or the average net profit is 2.22 baht
a kg. The break-even price is 37.43 baht a kg while the break-even output is 25.26
kg per square meter.

The major problems faced by the broiler farmers are : weak broilers, lack
of knowledge, low quality of feed, and uncertain harvesting period. The suggestions
raised by the farmers towards the contractor are described as following. The quality
of production factors are required and the price should be reasonable. The proper
instructions and support on broiler production should be advised to the farmers.
For instance, the animal husbandman should provide regular advices and raising
techniques. The immediate actions and supports should be implemented once
the farms under the contract facing the disease problems.
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