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Author Supap Duangdee
Major Program Public Administration
Academic Year 2011

Abstract

This study was conducted to study roles and responsibilities in preventing and reducing
traffic accidents of the Civilian Volunteers for Disaster Prevention and Mitigation in Rattapum
District, Songkhla Province and to compare the performances according to their personal factors.
Data were collected from 310 Civilian Volunteers for Disaster Prevention and Mitigation of the
Local Area Administrative Organization, in two local municipalities and five Tumbon
Administrative Offices in Rattapum District, Songkhla Province. Data were collected by means of
questionnaire, and the obtained data were analyzed for mean, percentage and standard deviations.
The paired sample t-test (LSD) and F-test were performed to test of research hypothesis.

Data analysis revealed that the roles and responsibilities in preventing and reducing traffic
accidents of the Civilian Volunteers for Disaster Prevention and Mitigation in Rattapum District,
Songkhla Province were ranging from the an average to a high level. The overall knowledge in
preventing and reducing traffic accidents of these volunteers was at a high level. Personal factors
were found to affect roles and responsibilities in preventing and reducing traffic accidents of the

Civilian Volunteers for Disaster Prevention and Mitigation

(4)



in Rattapum District, Songkhla Province. Male volunteers were found to be more active since
they were assigned different jobs from their female counterparts. The volunteers at the age range
of 18-25 years took the most active roles, while the age group of over 51 years was the least active
in the volunteer jobs. This was due to the physical fitness of both age groups. The civilian
volunteers with a graduate degree took the most active role whereas those with the education
lower than the high school level had the least active role in preventing road accidents. General
findings indicated that those volunteers with higher capability took more important roles in
preventing and restraining road accidents than those with the lower competency. The Civilian
Volunteers for Disaster Prevention and Mitigation with experience in a range of 11-15 years took
the most major roles while those with less than 5 years experience took the least active roles and
responsibilities. Regarding the volunteers occupations, those working in agricultural area were
found to take the most active role for they were the majority of the volunteer group. The
miscellaneous occupation group took the least active role. The volunteers who have been residing
in the Rattapum District for 16-20 years took the most important and active role while those who
have been residing in the area for less than 5 years had the least active role. Those volunteers who
have been living in the area longer were more conscious of the risk areas and have learned more

on how to prevent and reduce the traffic accidents in certain areas.
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