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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the factors that influence the decision to study at
Prince of Songkla University (PSU) of Grade 12 students in Songkhla Province, and to compare
these factors in terms of the students’ personal factors. The research subjects were 369 students
studying in Grade 12 in the academic year of 2010 and 18 school consultant and guidance
teachers who coordinated the PSU direct admission exam in the academic year of 2010. The
research instruments were questionnaire and the structured interviews. Obtained data were
calculated for percentages, means and standard deviations. An independent sample t-test and
F-test were performed to test the statistical difference level which was determined at 0.05.

Results concerning the research subjects’ personal data revealed that most of
students were females; most were studying in the public schools in Science-mathematics program
and their Grade 12 GPAs were 2.51-3.00. Most of the students’ families were in Songkhla
Province and their parents did their own business, their monthly incomes were 30000 or more.
Most of the students had one brother or sister who was studying. Most science program students
wanted to study in the faculties of Medicines, Engineering and Nursing, respectively. Those
students in the social sciences program were interested in enrolling in the faculties of Laws,
Management Sciences and Liberal Arts, respectively.

The overall relationship between the influencing factors and students’ decisions
to study at PSU was found at a high level. By factors, the factors of the academic quality and

well-established reputation of the university was found at the highest level, followed by the

®)



environment of the institute in terms of social environment, involved people, the direct admission
examination, the school guidance and university public relations and the students’ financial
factors, respectively.

Findings on differences in the students’ personal factors on their decision to
study at PSU showed that the students’ personal factors of age, types of schools they graduated
from, their home town, the number of their brothers or sisters who were studying did not affect
their decision to study at PSU at a statistical level of 0.05. The students’ programs of study, their
GPAs, their parents’ occupations and incomes were found to affect the students’ decision to study

at PSU at a statistical level of 0.05.
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Reliability

Case Processing Summary

N %

Cases Valid 89 100.0
Excluded’ 0 .0

Total 89 100.0

a. Listwise deletion based on all variables in the procedure.

Reliability Statistics

Cronbach's Alpha Based on
Cronbach's Alpha N of Items
Standardized Items
928 .930 44

Item Statistics

Mean Std. Deviation N
facll 4.2921 .62527 89
facl2 4.2584 .59406 89
facl3 4.1461 76203 89
facl4 4.3371 .65616 89
facl5 4.0674 71981 89

95



Mean Std. Deviation N
fac26 4.3933 .61456 89
fac27 4.2472 .64457 89
fac28 4.2022 .69380 &9
fac29 4.1011 72370 89
fac210 4.0562 69674 &9
fac311 3.7865 .69857 &9
fac312 3.6966 .72933 &9
fac313 3.7079 71035 &9
fac314 3.7191 .63940 &9
fac315 3.8090 75191 89
fac416 4.2360 .64000 &9
fac417 3.9551 79644 89
fac418 3.9663 .78984 &9
fac419 3.7416 97150 &9
fac420 4.2472 62670 &9
fac421 4.1910 .63740 &9
fac422 4.3596 .64398 &9
fac523 4.2247 92629 89
fac524 3.9888 1.01684 89
fac525 4.0225 .87876 &9
fac526 3.9888 .94742 89
fac527 3.8427 97583 &9
fac528 3.7978 91924 89
fac529 4.2247 .87585 &9
fac630 3.8989 79836 &9
fac631 3.6404 77235 89
fac632 3.6966 .83127 89

96



97

Mean Std. Deviation N

fac633 3.7079 72617 89

fac634 3.6292 .80315 89

fac635 4.0449 .70566 89

fac636 4.1573 75225 89

fac637 4.0787 72652 89

fac738 3.5169 1.08829 89

fac739 3.6629 .83861 89

fac740 3.8876 .81795 89

fac741 3.8315 .80108 89

fac742 4.0112 71501 89

fac743 3.6742 90171 89

fac744 3.5506 91715 89

Summary Item Statistics

Maximum N of
Mean | Minimum | Maximum | Range | / Minimum | Variance | Items
Item Means 3.968 3.517 4.393 .876 1.249 .060 44
Item
615 353 1.184 .831 3.356 .039 44

Variances




Item-Total Statistics

98

Scale Corrected Squared Cronbach's
Scale Mean if | Variance if Item-Total Multiple Alpha if Item
Item Deleted | Item Deleted Correlation Correlation Deleted
facll 170.3034 281.600 440 927
facl2 170.3371 283.067 390 927
facl3 170.4494 282.341 324 928
facl4 170.2584 280.989 446 927
facl5 170.5281 286.388 177 .929
fac26 170.2022 280.822 487 927
fac27 170.3483 280.593 473 927
fac28 170.3933 276.537 .616 925
fac29 170.4944 277.094 .565 .926
fac210 170.5393 277.479 571 .926
fac311 170.8090 281.429 397 927
fac312 170.8989 280.660 410 927
fac313 170.8876 282.646 338 928
fac314 170.8764 283.019 362 927
fac315 170.7865 278.420 488 .926
fac416 170.3596 279.369 .535 926
fac417 170.6404 276.824 519 .926
fac418 170.6292 275.395 .580 .926
fac419 170.8539 274.263 498 .926
fac420 170.3483 277.298 .648 925
fac421 170.4045 276.789 .661 925
fac422 170.2360 278.569 .569 926
fac523 170.3708 276.577 447 927




929

Scale Corrected Squared Cronbach's

Scale Mean if | Variance if Item-Total Multiple Alpha if Item

Item Deleted | Item Deleted Correlation Correlation Deleted
fac524 170.6067 273.355 .501 926
fac525 170.5730 275.384 517 .926
fac526 170.6067 272.537 .569 .926
fac527 170.7528 270.620 612 925
fac528 170.7978 274.800 S11 .926
fac529 170.3708 279.736 .366 928
fac630 170.6966 280.577 374 927
fac631 170.9551 284.112 .250 928
fac632 170.8989 278.251 443 927
fac633 170.8876 282.487 336 928
fac634 170.9663 284.987 206 .929
fac635 170.5506 280.523 432 927
fac636 170.4382 281.090 379 927
fac637 170.5169 278.730 493 .926
fac738 171.0787 276.301 .380 928
fac739 170.9326 277.427 469 927
fac740 170.7079 278.459 443 927
fac741 170.7640 277.455 492 .926
fac742 170.5843 278.905 494 .926
fac743 170.9213 268.937 726 .924
fac744 171.0449 275.498 489 .926

Scale Statistics

Mean Variance Std. Deviation N of Items
1.7460E2 291.221 17.06520 44
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