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Thesis Title Inclusive Education Provision for Exceptional Children with Normal

Children in Secondary School Songkhla Province

Author Miss Suksiri Sukrach
Major Program Human and Social Development
Academic Year 2010

ABSTRACT

The research entitled “The Administration of the Co-classroom for Special and
Normal Child in Secondary Schools in Songkhla Province” was aimed to study the management
of the classrooms, the supportive factors that help the special child to study with the normal child,
the problems and obstacles and suggestions for both the normal and special child to study
together in the same class in secondary schools in Songkhla Province. It is a qualitative research.
The major informants were administrators of the schools for special child, classmates of the
special child, teachers specializing in special education, guardians of special child, non-
specialized teachers teaching special child, and consultation and guidance teachers. Other
informants were physicians and social and welfare officers. Data were collected by means of
participating and non-participating observations, interviews, and case studies. Obtained data were
then categorized, transcribed and interpreted and triangulated.

Results showed that the co-classroom procedure was done as a normal full-time
classroom for normal students with some supplement classes of content subjects. The normal
classroom teachers have made neither Individualized Education Program (IEP) nor Individualized
Instructional Plan (IIP). Learning activities were done through the normal teaching plans for
normal students focusing on subject contents. Learning assessment of the special child was also
done based on norms of the normal students but with more flexibility. Supportive factors of co-
classroom administration were positive attitudes among school administrators in giving
opportunities for special child to share school resources with normal children. Teachers and
personnel as well as guardians of normal children had better attitudes and acceptance of the co-

classroom for normal and special children. Schools provided supplemental classes for both

&)



special and normal children to practice other learning skills apart from content subjects. Problems
and obstacles found were a lack of teacher and personnel specializing in special education to
prepare the normal students in learning in a co-class with special child and a lack of supervision
for the teachers in a the teaching and learning procedure to motivate them to contribute more to
the management of co-classroom. Other problems included a lack of knowledge and
understanding in co-classroom management and insufficient budgets. Suggestions for suitable
management of the co-classrooms were that there must be training and workshops for teachers
and school personnel about special child education before the beginning of the program. Schools
should request assistants and aids from other organization related to special child education in
both budgets and teaching and learning materials. Schools should allocate more budgets to the co-
classroom, and school administrators should give regular supervision to the teachers for the better

management of the co-classroom program.
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