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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to investigate factors which affected the use of midwife service
of Thai Muslim mothers. The data were obtained from 21 Thai Muslim mothers experiencing
midwife service between 1 October 2003 and 30 September 2007. The samples were divided into
3 groups in accordance with their traditional child-bearing experiences: those with the first child-
bearing experience; those repeatedly using the service of midwife, and those experiencing service
of both midwife and hospital. In-depth interview and observation were used in collecting data
which afterwards were analyzed by induction conclusion.

The study discovered that factors affecting the use of midwife service of Thai Muslim
mothers included attitudes toward governmental health service, familiarity with midwife, access
to health service, generosity from relatives and friends in community, facilities, incorrect
knowledge of pregnancy and childbirth, extended family and decision makers within a group of
mothers with the first childbirth respectively. On the other hands, the factors not affecting the use
of midwife service were educational levels, occupations, financial status, ability in Thai
communication, educational levels of husbands, nuclear family, decision makers, social roles and

status and as well as Islamic beliefs.
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