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Abstract
Research topic: The Designs of Batik Cloth in Andaman Provinces
Researcher: Sopon Supaviriyakorn
Faculty: International Studies Faculty, Prince of Songkla University, Phuket
Campus
Research year: 2009

The research is a comparative study on the designs of batik cloth in three
Andaman provinces: Phuket, Phang nga, and Krabi. To help analyze and summarize
the data, the researcher collected data from in depth interviews, photographs,
observations, and related documents. The researcher interviewed 5 batik painters
from each province; 15 painters in total.

The research shows that the designs of batik cloth in Andaman provinces
were developed from nature. Most of the designs in Phuket, Phang nga, and Krabi
were of crabs, fish, prawns, shells, turtles, and corals. Also, there were designs of
flowers such as orchids, roses, Leelawadee, Feungfah, Champa, and Sri-trang. In
addition, there were designs of animals such as birds, elephants, horses, butterflies as
well as crabs, fish, prawns, and shells. Therefore, the designs of batik cloth in three
provinces were not different. However, there were some differences in peculiar Thai
designs for example an applied Kanok design was popular in Phuket, but not in
Phang nga and Krabi. As for geometric design, it was popular in Phang nga, but not
in Phuket and Krabi. Furthermore, the uniqueness of the designs in each province
was different. In Phuket, Promthep Cape, Sino-Portuguese architectures were
dominant, while Khao Tapu and Khao Chang designs were outstanding in Phang
nga. In Krabi, Paphiopedilum (a kind of orchid), Gurney's Pitta (a kind of bird) and
Khao Khanap Nam designs were dominant. As for the colors of batik designs in



N

Phuket, Phang nga, and Krabi, pink, light blue, dark blue, violet, yellow, and
green were popular. The colors of the designs were both in contrast to and in
harmony with the cloth color.

From the research, some suggestions have been made. First, batik painters
should develop their potential and skills in designing to make batik designs modern
and serve the demand of the market. In addition, a comparative study on the designs
of Batik cloth in Sonkhla, Satun, Pattani, Yala, and Narathiwat should be conducted.
Moreover, there should be a comparative study on the designs of batik cloth in
Phuket and neighboring countries such as Malaysia, Indonesia, and China.
Furthermore, there should be a study on batik produce like bags and cloth paintings.
Besides, there should be a comparison of Thai and foreign consumers’ opinions and
satisfaction on the designs of batik cloth. These suggestions show that organizations
from both the government and private sectors are important parts in helping develop
batik, support batik paintings, standardize the price, and provide training in designing

modern batik cloth for batik painters.

Key words: Designs, Batik cloth, Andaman
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