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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to explore the community rehabilitation after
Tsunami disaster at Ban Nai Rai Community, Tambon Na-Toey , Amphoe Thai Muang,
Changwat Phang Nga both during the emergency response period and during the recovery period
in order to return to normalcy after the tsunami disaster. This research relied on both quantitative
and qualitative methods. Quantitative studies included post-tsunami community rehabilitation
efforts in various sectors, and community involvement in post-tsunami rehabilitation. Qualitative
study focused on Ban Nai Rai community’s post-tsunami rehabilitation approaches and strategies.
Samples were selected through primary source surveying of 100 community members at Ban Nai
Rai, as well as key informant interviews with community leaders, village chiefs, Imams, and aids
workers from organizations and departments that work with the local community. The main
information collection tools included the researcher as the key participatory observer, survey, and
detailed interviews. Statistical analysis was based on percentages, averages, and standard
deviation.

The result were concluded in terms of cultural and social aspects post-tsunami,
families remained unified and close to one another. There was acclimatization, normal religious
observance for both Buddhism and Islam, and normal rituals held in the community.
Economically, there was general fear among community members during the initial period after
the disaster to return to their livelihood. The tools and equipment need to perform their livelihood
were destroyed. However, during the rehabilitation period both inter-dependency and external

support helped community members to return to their normal livelihood. In terms of the
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environment, both the impact of the tsunami on local natural resources and the impact from
capitalists who went in to reap benefits from the mangrove forests drastically reduced local
mangrove forest acreage in the beginning. Afterwards the community began to rehabilitate local
environment through awareness raising and participating in mangrove planting activities with
external organizations that implemented local environmental initiatives.

Community rehabilitation after Tsunami disaster at Ban Nai Rai were
implemented in 3 phases. During the initial phase of disaster relief, community members had to
rely on themselves and one another. They had to rely on the strength of community
representatives and members to solve problems at hand together. During the second phase of
rehabilitation back to normalcy, collaboration between communities and aide organizations
emphasized coordination and communication with relevant Thai and foreign organizations on
support provided. The third and final phase was participatory community development that was
holistic in nature. It included social, economic, and environmental development that created a
well-balanced outcome. The third phase was the phase where community members learned to
develop their own development plan to improve the quality of life for members at Ban Nai Rai.

In order to use the rehabilitation program at Baan Nai Rai as a model for other
communities confidentially, it is necessary to reduce the flaws, indicates in the standard
necessities. That involves economy and level on community participations, promoting local
products which help utilize several social capitals to benefit the community itself, relate and
integrate different local knowledge make it possible to develop simultaneously.

Thus, need co-operations from every party, inside or out side, concerning in
every steps of the way. The community, as the base, is to push forward the community’s
requirement gathers from members. It should stimulate participation from community’s members
and at the same time adjust the perception of the members toward social development process.
This should make rehabilitation program continuously working and the community return to the

stable condition quickly and develop toward the strong community as suggested by the model.
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