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ABSTRACT

This descriptive research aimed to study and to compare the ethical climate
in the workplace perceived by head nurses and nurses working in community hospitals in
peaceful and unrest situations in Southern Thailand. The sample comprised 98 head nurses and 98
nurses in a peaceful situation and 98 head nurses and 98 nurses in an unrest situation, with the
total number of 392. Subjects were selected using simple random sampling. The instrument
consisted of two parts: 1) the Demographic Data Form, and 2) the Ethical Climate in Workplace
Questionnaire, which was developed by Aranya, Tasanee, Jirapa and Passana based on the ethical
principles proposed by Beauchamp and Childress (2001) and Fry and Johnstone (2002). The
content of the questionnaire was validated by three experts yielding a content validity index of

.90. Reliability of the Ethical Climate in Workplace Questionnaire was examined using

Cronbach's alpha coefficient, giving values .94 from head nurses and .97 from nurses. Frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation and independent t-test were used to analyze the data.

The result showed that the total mean score of ethical climate perceived by head
nurses in the peaceful situation (M = 3.87, SD = 0.40) and in the unrest situation (M = 3.99, SD = 0.48)
was at a high level. The total mean score of ethical climate perceived by nurses in the peaceful
situation was at a moderate level (M = 3.56, SD = 0.49) and that in the unrest situation was at a
high level (M = 3.79, SD = 0.47). The total mean scores of ethical climate perceived by head
nurses both in the peaceful situation and in the unrest situation were statistically significantly
higher than those perceived by nurses (p<.05). The mean total score of ethical climate perceived

by head nurses in the unrest situation was statistically significantly higher than that of head

(5)



nurses in the peaceful situation (p<.05). Furthermore, the mean total score of ethical climate
perceived by nurses in the unrest situation was statistically significantly higher than that of
nurses in the peaceful situation (p<.05).

The results of this study will be beneficial for nurse administrators and nurses in

improving the ethical climate in their workplace.
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