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Testing Double Cut Alternative Tapping System in the Farmer's Rubber

Orchard at Songkhla Province
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Abstract

Recently, it has been reported that double cut alternative tapping system (DCA) trends to
increase latex yield with an increase of life-span of tapping period. Therefore, DCA tapping system was
introduced to be tested at two districts of Songkhta province: Hat Yai district (loam and loamy sand soil,
moderate fertility) and Namom district (sandy loam, low fertility). The result showed that DCA tapping
system in Hat Yai (2x 1/3S d/3 (t,t), low frequency) and Namom (2x 1/3S d/2.d/3 (1,t), high frequency)
districts trended to provide higher cumulated dry weight than that of the conventional tapping system
(21-22 and 9-10 % for the yield parameter of g/tree, g/t/tapping, respectively). The dry rubber content
(DRC) in both districts were significant difference between the treatments. However, the circumference
expansion rate of DCA tapping system in Hat Yai district was significant higher than that of the
conventional tapping system, but DCA tapping system in Namom district was not significant difference.
While, income return, bark consumption of the DCA tapping system trended to be higher in both districts,
but were not significant difference. DCA tapping system improved latex physiology. Therefore, the DCA
tapping system can increase the yield of rubber tree. However, 1t also depends on the tapping system and

topography of planting area.

Keywords : Hevea brasiliensis, DCA tapping system, latex yield, Songkhla
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