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ABSTRACT

-

This quasi-experimental, two-group, pretest-posttest design study aimed to
examine the effects of caregivers’ capability development program on caring for patients
receiving mechanical ventilation. The subjects were purposively selected and comprised 64
caregivers, and assigned to a control group (n=32) or an experimental group (n=32). The
caregivers who were assigned to the control group received routine care instruction. The
caregivers who were assigned to the experimental group received a 4-day caregivers’ capability
development program from the researcher. The research instruments included: 1) demographic
data questionnaire 2) caregiver’s capability questionnaire 3) the development of caregiver’s
capability program which consisted of development of caregiver’s capability plan, caring manual
for patients receiving mechanical ventilation, caregiver’s preparedness questionnaire, and
observational form on capability caregiver. Three experts verified the program for content
validity and the caregiver’s capability questionnaire- was tested using Cronbach’s alpha
coefficient with a reliability value of .84. The data were analyzed using frequency, mean, standard
deviation and chi-square for demographic data and the hypotheses were tested using t-test.

The results revealed that:

1. The mean total score on caregiver’s capability after intervention in the
experimental group was significantly higher than that before intervention (p < .001).

2. The mean total score on caregiver’s capability after intervention in the
experimental group was significantly higher than that of the control group (p < .01).

The results of this study indicate that the caregivers’ capability development
program can help in developing caregivers’ capability in caring for patients receiving mechanical

ventilation.
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