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Abstract

The economic analysis of mixed farming is aimed to study (1) the economic and
social features of the farmers (2) the general features, patterns, and the utilization of
production factors of mixed farming (3) the analysis and comparison of the cost-return
on mixed farming and (4) problems and threats of mixed farming as well as the required
assistance provided by the government. The primary data is compiled by the interview
of 102 , the farmers who participated in Pakpanang Basin Development Royal Project in
Amphoe Khuan Khanun, Changwat Phatthalung. The data analysis is conducted by the
descriptive analysis and the quantitative analysis is implemented by "F" statistic
technique.

The economic and social features reveal that the farmers are 53 years old in
average. They are primary educated in the level of year 4-6. The average household
members are 4 people, and two of them become workforce in mixed farming. Their main
careers are rice farming, fishery and trading. Most of the respondents do mixed farming
as their supplementary career. The respondents earn 50,274 baht per year from their
main careers, and earn 17,590 baht per year from the supplementary career. The
average expense is 73,294 baht per year. The average debt is 114,659 baht per person.
The mixed farming helps the decrement of the household expense; on the contrary, it
helps the increment of the farmers’ income.

Mixed farming in the project area are classified into 4 patterns. The first pattern
is fruit and vegetable plantations with 40 sample farmers. The major fruit and vegetable

are santol and chili respectively. The second pattern is fruit and vegetable plantations




and fish farming with 28 farmers. The major fruits are sapodilla and santol while the
major vegetable is chili. The major fish becomes Barbonymus gonionotus. The third
pattern is vegetable plantations and fish farming with 22 farmers. The major vegetable is
chili. The major fish are Nile tilapia and natural fish, which derive from the pond digging
and are tempted to go into garden plots. The fourth pattern is fruit plantations and fish
farming with 12 farmers. The major fruit is santol and the major fish is natural fish. The
production factors are comprised of land, capital, and labor force. The farmers use the
land for mixed farming at 4.4 rais per household in average. Most of the farmers are
supported by the government for the land adjustment and seeds. The household labor
force, who works in mixed farming, is considered 2 people per household in average
with the average age of 51-70 years old.

The cost-return analysis and comparison on 4 patterns of mixed farming reveal
as following. For patterns 1, 2, 3 and 4, the average variable costs are 4,220.0, 5,981.9,
6,695.and 3,734.5, the average total costs are 5,755.7, 7,426.0, 7,904.5 and 5,521.0, the
average returns are 2,654.1, 5,764.3, 6,290.0 and 3,980.6, and the average net profits
are -3,101.6, -1,661.7, -1,614.5 and -1,540.4 baht per rai per year respectively.

The analysis of the difference of net profit from the 4 patterns of mixed farming is
found that there is no statistically significant difference at @ = 0.056. However, the
average variable costs among patterns are statistically significant differences at @ =
0.05; namely the first pair: pattern 1 and 2, the second pair: pattern 1 and 3, and the
third pair: pattern 3 and 4.

The important problems and threats in the mixed farming are described as
details. The natural disaster exists. The price of agricultural products becomes lower.
The farmers lack of information in mixed farming. In addition, the farmers need the
following support from the government, which are seeds and breeds, capital, knowledge
and recommendations on mixed farming, pricing solutions, processing, and the

provided markets for the agricultural outputs.
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