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ABSTRACT

The objective of the thesis is to study the otherness construction for Sakai in the
context of the development of Thai state. This is an anthropological research, and the instrument
being used in this research is the in-depth interview and the observation with both the
participatory and the non-participatory. The main data provider is 10 Sakai, who live in Banthat
mountain range, Phattalung, Satun and Trang, and the other data provider is 8 persons of the
governors, the entrepreneurs and the people who concern with Sakai Community.

The study finds that, before the development, the way of Sakai is often live in
group with 5-15 members. They always immigrate to the new place, live near the stream, wear
the wooden or lichen clothing or has no cloth wearing, eat the animals, the taro and the yam,
there is Kra-bok-tud and poison dart for animal hunting, use the idiom language, be expert in
herb, there is the unique tradition and culture; such as the birth, the death, and the belief, and
alive with folk wisdom; such as the curing with herb and the weaving Pandanus leaf to be the
basketry wear for food.

The Sakai; in the context of the development of Thai State, is stressed to
become the otherness and the marginal people by development policy of Thai state. The
development policy comprise of the infrastructure, the quality of life improvement and the
tourism promotion, which is the operation of Thai state to append Sakai into major trend. Thai
state’s developments and services for Sakai are the allocation of permanent residence, the
modern clothing to wear, the electricity for watching television and cooking rice, there is the
phone and the motorcycle, the access road for convenient travelling, and they has the religion,

the public hospital, the school for children. These services from Thai state make Sakai’s life can
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be changed. There is only object development without helping for their thinking and adjusting of
themselves, that cause of Sakai’s lacking of skill to be alive in new economy, social and culture

system. Sakai confront the problems, and lost Sakai’s identities and prestige.
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