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ABSTRACT

This study was aimed at describing and categonizing 46 rescarch projects in nursing ethics
research conducted in Thailand between 1982 and 2003. The information gained was analyzed using
content analysis 1.’ncth0d because it was not suitable to be done in quantilative way. The summarized of the
study result 15 as follow.

1) One research project on ethical value which was the study of teaching ethics through
clarifying its value.

2) Three research projects on ethical characteristics which revealed that ethical characteristics-
responsibility, devotion, and unity-could be built through various activities such as religious, academie,
political, art and culture, nature and environmental conservative, sport, recreation, and social work
activities.

3) Fourteen research projects on ethical behaviors which found that registered nurses possessed
high level of ethical behavior while nursing students showed acceptable level of ethical behavior. The
nursing students who learned through case study together with ethical teaching and comprehensive
teaching style appeared to have higher level of intcntion to attach to ethical behavior and application of
ethics to guide their decision than the students who learned through conventional teaching style.

4) Two research projects on ethical issues and problems which were conducted in pediatric
patients and end-of-life patients. The study results stated that physicians and nurses should make decisions
on cares provided to pediatric and end-of-life paticnts based on professional intellect and reason and
positive outcomes of cares.

5) Two research projects on conﬁict in ethics, and 6) one research project on conflict in ethics
and ethical decision. The ethical decision was concluded into three categories which were (1) patient-
centered, (2) physician-centered, and (3) organization-centered. - N

7) Nine research projects on rational ethics which found that the ethical level of registered nurse
was at highest level while those of nursing students was ranked at third level,

8) One research project on rational ethics and characteristics of ethics, and 9} three research
projects on rational ethics and ethical behaviors which revealed that nursing students had applied standard
level of retional ethics and had showed the tendency of developing to above standard level. The level of
ethical behavior of registered nurse was at moderate level,

10} Nine research projects on ethical decision which demonstrated that ethical decision of

registered nurse was performed in accordance with professional ethics. For nursing students, group

(4)



conference method enhanced the devclopment of desired behavior, positive thoughts, and appropriate
ideas. Lastly, after experiencing rational lcarmning emphasized on ethics and spiritual care of end-of-life
patients the nursing students level of ability to make decision based on ethical concern were higher than

before,\ and higher than those of nursing students who learned in conventional style.
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