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Abstract

The objectives of this research are 1) to study Thai Muslim youth’s way of life in the three
southern border provinces of Thailand and comparing the way of life in the rural areas with that in urban
ones, 2) to study the way of life as being expected by Muslim society and comparing the way of life as
seen at present with that as being expected and looked for by Muslim society, and 3) to study suggestion
with regard to the way of life which is expected by Muslim society and seemed appropriate to the Thai
Muslim youth in the three southern border provinces of Thailand.

The research is both quantitative and qualitative. Quantitatively, the researchers collected data
by interviewing 1,800 Muslim youth and 1,800 Muslim people, and using SPSS For Windows Computer
Program in analyzing the data. Qualitatively, the researchers collected the data concerned by in-depth
interviewing, 36 key-informants and 24 focus groups, and using logic in analyzing the data and comparing
theoretical concept with the relevant research.

The research results in finding that most of Muslim youth did not lead their life in conformity
with expectations of Muslim society and Islamic principles, namely the youth of the same sex made and
maintained relationship among themselves on totally limitless and free basis. They often carried out trifling
or useless activities, caused nuisance to the public, and freely and frankly lived together on sex-equality
basis the life style of which is seen as a common phenomenon in the modern western world. They shook
hand, kissed and, in some cases, had unlawful sexual relation (intercourse) before marriage. They preferred
general subjects to religious ones. They did not know how to make use of spare time, got involved in
misdeeds, were unemployed, and dressed themselves with fashionable garments, imitated styles and
manners of western singers and film stars. Their relation with their family, relatives as well as neighbors
was not on good terms. They did not heed religious practices, nor did they give importance to any role they

might play at interest of the community. Similarly they did not participate in social services. Most of them
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though that Muslim youth took part in the current unrest in the southern border provinces. It is clear that
the rural Muslim youth are different from the urban in terms of their way of life, nearly in all respects.

Suggestions for the Mustim Youth to lead.their life properly in the three southem border
provinces;

1) Muslim Religious leadership need to imbue the youth with Islamic awareness so as to lead
their life in accordance with Islamic way of life and prophetic tradition. Camping is also needed, from time
to time, to offer the youth Islamic moral and ethical lessons.

2) Parents should give their children sufficient time, care and advices. They must talk with
them in religious matters, be good example for them, and encourage them to learn both religious and
general subjects.

3) The government must inhibit all sorts of misdeeds and intoxicating things, for example,
liquor and beer shops, Karaoke, pubs and bars in the three southern border provinces.

4) The government must offer free education from elementary to graduate level to the youth
and, in addition. support them in other expenditures such as food, curriculum books, uniform. etc. The
most important is the incorporation of religious subjects in the curriculum along with general ones in the

schools of this area.

5) The government should promote and develop stabilized and long- term professions for the
youth.

6) The government should systematically develop and improve Tadika in terms of its salary,
welfares, building, classrooms, and curriculum books. The quality and efficiency of its teachers should
also be upgraded.

7) The government must strictly put control on the mass media circulated or operated in the
three provinces, and does not allow them to publish and spread or air any things in opposition to Islam.
Programs related to ethical and moral training should also be promoted.

8) The government should authorize the provincial Islamic Councils in the three southern
border provinces to take care of the youth, especially oversee and monitor their misconduct in terms of
their sexual behavior, clothing, and other deeds opposed to Islamic values.

9) The government must enforce Islamic law above all other laws in the three southern border

provinces in connection with clothing, different sex relations and other behaviors opposed to Islam.






