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ABSTRACT

This study focuses on Prapathomsombhodhikatha, a literary work by
the Supreme Patriarch H.R.H. Prince Paramanujitajinorasa. The work is highly valued
for its narrative biography of Lord Buddha, based on humanism, a common
characteristic of literary work in early Rattanakosin Era. There is harmony in the
subject matter and the tone of the work, brought about through efficient use of
language. The poet keenly uses the events in Lord Buddha’s life to represent spiritual
development in Buddhism, emphasizing his long-life determination to undergo all the
problems through inner quality, since his birth, his search for an end to suffering, his
enlightenment, his establishment of Buddhism, until his attainment of Nirvana. In his
work, the poet also reveals conflicts between an enlightened person’s peace of mind
and an ordinary person’s affliction that can be defeated by the Buddha’s Dhamma.
What the poet intends to point out is that understanding the truth of life through the
learning and practice of Buddhism is essentially a means to end the suffering. He
brings the readers to realize the great contribution of the Buddha’s teachings to the
world via his poetic prose and literary devices such as personification, simile, allegory
and symbol. The work is also remarkable for the delicate use of words, particularly

the designation, imagery, and coherence.

Prapathomsombhodhikatha is a work of art that indicates early
Rattanakosin wisdom amidst the threats from outside cultures. The narrative biography
of the Buddha and the efficient revelation of his Dhamma make it an invaluable work

of all time.
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