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ABSTRACT

This study examines the lyrics and styles that are prominent features and major
literary power in Sala Khunnawut’s country songs.

The study shows that Sala Khunnawut’s lyrics take in thoughts and sensations of
the grassroots people, particularly farmers from northeast region. The themes of his songs deal
with estrangement of these people caused by social disparity, their reactions and struggles to
survive through the value of self-respect, mutual love, family relationships, self-knowledge and
perseverance.

The effective presentation of subject matter dealing with emotions and thoughts
reveal the song writer’s flexibility in poetic traditions, such as the coordination between the texts
and the rhythms, the use of dictions for sentimental messages, a play on words and sounds, the
use of colloquials and dialects, to communicate individual experiences and mutual relationships.

In presenting thought-provoking contents and sentimentality in his songs, Sala
uses repetition of words and sentences, organizes elements of meaning and contradictions to
display the feelings of hope, loss and perseverance. Sala also uses similes and symbols deeply set

in rural ideology to communicate his ideas.
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