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ABSTRACT

This research aims at: 1) studying the biography of Syeikh Daud bin
Abdullah al-Fatoni, 2) his educational philosophy, and finally, 3) his role in the development of
education.

The findings are as follows:

1) Syeikh Daud was born in the village of Kresik, Pattani Province, in
1183H. /176 9 AD. He began his first education in his family at about the age of five or six, then
studied in Patani local schools for five years, after which he proceeded to Aceh in Indonesia for
two years. Later, he pursued his studies in Macca for a thirty years period, followed by five years
in Medina. Syeikh Daud meritocraticlly obtained the rank of the renowned scholars in South-East
Asia, authoring many books in Islamic Studies. He became an astute scholar in the science of
jurisprudence on the doctrine of Imam Shafe’e - may Allah have mercy on him- and in the
Usul-din based on the teachings of Imam Abu al-Hasan al-Ash'ari, as well as in Sufism, following
the Shatariyyah School. The scholar received the honorary title of "The Most-Versed Scholar",
which was the highest rank in Islamic sciences then. He also was appointed as the first "Officer of
Hajj" for the Malay people under the Ottoman State. Syeikh Daud passed away in the city of Taif,
on Thursday, 22 Rajab 1263H ./1846A.D., and was buried in Ma’alla graveyard near the tomb of
Abdullah ibn Abbas, the cousin of the Prophet (PBUH).

2) Syeikh Daud has a distinct thought in education, especially with regard to the
Learner-Teacher relationship, and the outcome result in the educational process. He sees that
learner should give priority to the most important elements before the facultative maturity.
Additionally, learner should maintain a good moral character, such as patience, generosity and
devotion, etc. The teacher is responsible for the learner’s education and guidance in order to urge

the learner to focus on the most important educational elements and subjects. He is also
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responsible for the moral behavior of the learner; because the student is the goal and the result in
the educational process. All this aims at enabling the learner for the worldly life and religious
duties in order to gain the consent of Allah, and escape from His punishment.

3) Syeikh Daud is a distinguished scholar with a prominent role in terms of
educational and authoring. He is known through his science and authorship in Malay and Arabic,
covering numerous areas of science and the arts. A wide range of his books have been published
and used in formal education throughout various countries of Southeast Asia, in both the past and
present, for instance, books as: "Munyat al Mussali", “Al-durr al-thamin™, “Jam’ul
Fawa’id”, and others. Also, he pioneered the emergence of a number of scholars in South-East-
Asia such as: Syeikh wan Musa al-Fatoni, Syeikh Abd al-Samad al-Fouly Shanduni al-Kalantani

al-Malizi, Syeikh Muhamed Ismail Daudi al-Fatoni, and many more.
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