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Thesis Title Factors in Drug Addicts’ Recidivism at Songkhla Correctional

Institution of Drug Addiction

Researcher Miss Chayanan Bowornsomsarit
Major Human and Social Development
Academic Year 2009

Abstract

This qualitative research aims to investigate 1) the factors leading to the
recidivism of drug addicts and 2) the prevention course for the recidivism of drug addicts. The
sample is 200 drug addicts sentenced to rehabilitation by decision of the Sub-Committee of Drug
Addict Rehabilitation in Compulsory System at Songkhla Correctional Institution of Drug
Addiction, and 40 key informants comprising the sub-groups of 1) drug addicts who repeat crimes
two times, 2) drug addicts who repeat crimes three times and 3) drug addicts who repeat crimes
four times or more. Questionnaires and interviews are used to collect data. Percentage and mean
are used for data analysis.

The results revealed that there were 3 factors leading to the recidivism of drug
addicts’ i.e. personal background, social environment and first-time infraction. Regarding to
personal background there was no difference found among the drug addicts in terms of age,
marital status and education. However, there was some difference found among the drug addicts in
terms of occupation which relates to their income. Regarding to social environment, the drug
addicts of all 3 sub-groups live in non-slum communities where drug dealing occurs. Also, the
drug addicts of all 3 sub-groups have friends who use or sell drugs, which leads to recidivism. In
addition, the majority of 2 sub-groups of 1) drug addicts who repeat crimes two times and 2) drug
addicts who repeat crimes three times work as freelance laborers and take drugs in order to work
extra hours. Alternatively, the sub-group of drug addicts who repeat crimes four times or more has
the view that their occupations have nothing to do with recidivism. In terms of “first-time
infraction”, most drug addicts were confined for the crime of possessing drugs for personal use,
caused by their bad curiosity. Currently, the drug addicts of all 3 sub-groups are confined for the

crime of possessing drugs for personal use and intent to distribute. They used to take

&)



Meth/Amphetamine, Cannabis/Marijuana, Heroin, Crystal Meth and Inhalants. Besides, the 2 sub-
groups of 1) drug addicts who repeat crimes two times and 2) drug addicts who repeat crimes four
times or more were suffering bad health effects from drug use in that their bodies were weakened
and their memory was diminished. Interestingly, the sub-group of drug addicts who repeat crimes
three times has the view that drugs don’t affect their health in a negative way. Conversely, they
think that drugs help them work more.

Regarding the prevention course for the recidivism of drug addicts, even though
Songkhla Correctional Institution of Drug Addiction provides some regulations for rehabilitation,
development, promotion of the information on the negative effects of drugs, the recidivism of drug
addicts still continues. As the research results indicate, the significant issues leading to the
recidivism of drug addicts are mental stability and social security. Thus, adjusting or changing the
attitudes of drug addicts should be one positive and sustainable way to prevent drug addicts’
recidivism, for this will strengthen the drug addicts’ mental stability and allow them to learn to

understand their lives in relation to self-sufficiency economy.

Keywords: Recidivism, Drugs, Drug Addicts (Inmates)
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