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Thesis Title Jathukhamrammathep Sacred Object : Trend and Reflection

of the Thai Society (A.D.1987 - A.D. 2007)

Author Miss. Ratchataporn Boonkong
Major Program Human and Social Development
Academic Year 2009

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this historical and qualitative study on the Jathukhamrammathep
sacred object trend and reflection of the Thai society were to investigate : 1) the history of
Jathukhamrammathep deities; 2) factors causing the trend of Jathukhamrammathep sacred object;
and 3) Jathukhamrammathep sacred object trend’s economic impacts on the Thai society. The
data were collected from documents and in-depth interviews. The results of the study revealed the
following : 1) The history of Jathukhamrammathep deities was related to the historical context of
Nakhon Si Thammarat. 2) There were four factors contributing to the trend of
Jathukhamrammathep sacred object. Firstly, the history of Jathukhamrammathep deities with its
relationship to the historical context of Nakhon Si Thammarat created faithfulness in the
Jathukhamrammathep sacred object. Secondly, social changes resulted from materialism giving
value and importance to wealth contributed to the trend of the Jathukhamrammathep sacred
object. Thirdly, the influence of advertisements and public relations presenting news about
famous people and their interest in Jathukhamrammathep sacred object through various media
also resulted in its trend. Fourth, the collective behavior in the form of emotional contagion
influenced group members to fad and craze. 3) The trend of Jathukhamrammathep sacred object
economically affected the Thai society, especially the expansion of business activities related to
the Jathukhamrammathep sacred object. This business expansion could be divided into three
groups : business group directly related to the Jathukhamrammathep sacred object; extended
business group; and business group receiving by products of the Jathukhamrammathep sacred

object.
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