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ABSTRACT

This research was a discriminant analysis of factors influencing students’
decisions in choosing one of the three areas of study in Higher education: general
knowledge, vocational expertise, and religion. The samples consisted of 390
Matthayomsuksa 6 students of the academic year 2008 in Islamic private schools in the
three Southern border provinces. They were selected through a stratified random
sampling. A questionnaire was used to gather data for discriminant anlysis. Two
discriminant functions were found. The first one was more effective than the other one
as shown in discriminating students’ choice of study was statistically significant
(P=.000), showing .398 Wilk lambada value and .796 Eigen value. Its capability in
explaining discriminant variance was 44.35%. The group centroids for the areas of
general knowledge, vocational expertise, and religion were -1.132, .092, and 1.040,
respectively. Its average accuracy in discriminating was 67.2 %. showed 9 significant
variables in this descending order: Parents’ influence, self-determination,
students’expectation for college education, confidence in students’ own ability, family
income, sex, academic achievement, guardians’ expectation from students’ education,
and expectation from educational institutes. The standardized canonical discriminant
function coefficients were 1.192,.979, .691, .545, .322, .239, .129, .070, .047 ,

respectively.



